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Vigil Lights the Night 
LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT 
Students gather by candlelight at Thursday night’s Gaza vigil organized by Students for Peace and Justice in Palestine. 
BATES STUDENT 
EXCLUSIVE 
Study Finds 
Bookstore 25 
Percent More 
Expensive 
than Amazon 
JESSIE SAWYER 
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
The bookstore is not as responsible 
for textbook prices as one might think. 
The bookstore’s main focus is the 
students. It is owned by Bates rather 
than an independent business. In 
fact, the College’s mission statement 
for the bookstore is to break even fi¬ 
nancially. Students may spend $150 
on average per course and anywhere 
up to $600 per semester on books, 
which book store staff recognize can 
be burdensome. 
Last year, the bookstore budget¬ 
ed $650,000 for textbook purchases 
alone. That does not involve expens¬ 
es like personnel costs and bookstore 
operation costs. 
Bookstore Director Sarah Potter 
said that the College bookstore of¬ 
ten does not break even and rarely 
makes any profit off of its sales. Any 
surplus money goes to the College. 
“All we have to offer here is ser¬ 
vice,” said Potter. “We hope that we 
can get the students the best prices 
we can.” 
Expenses aside, the bookstore 
does not always have control over 
the price of books. Sometimes pub¬ 
lishers, such as Penguin or Random 
House, will print a fixed price on the 
cover that cannot be altered. New 
books, typically textbooks, without 
See AMAZON, page 5 
Palestinian student 
advocacy group 
memorializes Gaza 
casualties. 
CONOR HURLEY 
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR 
Candlelight cut through the dark, 
frigid air; the small, white bags propped 
in the snow, paying tribute to the 1,115 
people killed during the recent Israeli 
offensive in the region spelled out by 
the faint glow of the candles G-A-Z-A. 
“Gaza was written and burning, 
and the real Gaza was ourfiing. We just 
brought Gaza to Bates for a night,” said 
Sarny Lendvai-Karmout ’09, who helped 
organize Thursday’s vigil. 
Dozens of mourners braved single dig¬ 
it temperatures to remember those killed 
in Gaza during the 22-day offensive. 
Students for Peace and Justice in 
Palestine organized the 30-minute vigil, 
which was conceived of at the club’s first 
meeting of the semester the day prior. 
“You’re here for something sincere, 
not to take political positions,” said 
Lendvai-Karmout, the president of Stu¬ 
dents for Peace and Justice in Palestine, 
as he addressed the roughly 40 candle¬ 
holding participants. 
Lendvai-Karmout has not been able 
to return home to Palestine since his 
freshman year and has no prospect of 
when he will next see his home. 
“My family fled. They were lucky 
to flee. Others were not lucky. Friends 
were killed,” he said. 
“The face of God is right here. This 
is the presence of God right here. This 
is the spirit of God right here. I think 
the face of God right here is full of 
anger and sorrow,” said Chaplain Bill 
Blaine-Wallace, who spoke briefly dur¬ 
ing the vigil. 
See VIGIL, page 5 
81 Percent 
of Health 
School Grad 
Apps Accepted 
TASNIA HUQUE 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Eighty-one percent of Bates stu¬ 
dents and alumni who applied to medi¬ 
cal schools and other health care re¬ 
lated graduate programs for fall 2008 
matriculation were accepted, according 
to an information report issued by the 
Medical Studies Committee (MSC). 
Nineteen out of 25 applicants, or 76 
percent, were accepted at medical, "al¬ 
lopathic and osteopathic schools, while 
10 out of 11 applicant, or 91 percent, 
were accepted at other graduate pro¬ 
grams, namely dental, nursing, .post 
Bac/Pre-med, Veterinary, etc. 
The matriculating medical schools 
included Yale, Dartmouth, Georgetown, 
Boston University, New York University, 
Ross University, Tufts and University of 
Pennsylvania amongst many others. 
The applicants consisted of both 
Bates students who graduate this year 
and alumni, almost all of whom worked 
with the Medical Studies Committee. 
"Almost all current Bates students work 
with the Medical Studies Committee, 
and only some alumni were unable to 
work with us given that they are not 
situated nearby. Even then, they com¬ 
municated with us via telephone or e- 
mail," said Lee Abrahamsen, Associate 
Professor of Biology and Chair of the 
Medical Studies Committee. 
While 81 percent is far from the 100 
percent acceptance rate Bates medical 
students encountered eight years ago, 
Lee Abrahamsen was qriite happy with 
this year’s outcome. ‘We generally have 
a 70 to 80 percent acceptance rate on 
average, but that is because unlike oth¬ 
er schools, we work with every type of 
student and not just stronger applicants. 
See 81 PERCENT, page 5 
Security Cracks Down on 
Trespassing to Halt Crime Wave 
Camous Celebrates Le of MLK 
Students enjoy Shawki White’s ’09 MLK Day rap performance at the Olin Arts Center. 
LOUISA DEMMITT/THE BATES STUDENT 
SIMONE PATHE 
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR 
After an increased incidence of 
crime on campus this past fall, Security 
is cracking down on trespassing and 
urging students to be vigilant about re¬ 
porting suspicious individuals, locking 
their doors and not leaving belongings 
unattended in public places. 
Since early November, there have 
been incidents of criminal trespassing in 
the Grey Cage, Ladd Library terraces, the 
soccer field, Cheney, Wilson and Small 
houses, Merrill, Underhill, Chase, Olin, 
Rand, Hedge and 280 College Street. 
Reports of criminal trespassing has 
increased, partly because officers are 
patrolling more and partly because stu¬ 
dents are reporting suspicious persons 
on campus, according to Director of Se¬ 
curity Thomas Carey. 
Most of the trespassers are local 
youth who live in Lewiston but not near 
the college. Security tends to find the 
same group of individuals on campus 
so the District Attorney’s office and the 
police department are charging repeat 
offenders with a 90-day criminal tres¬ 
passing charge, prohibiting them from 
coming back on campus. Local youth, 
who skateboarded on campus have 
been charged with criminal trespassing 
so that Security will not have to con¬ 
tinue asking them to leave. 
Crime, thefts in particular, “have been 
a little more active since the summer,” 
said Carey. “I do think when times are 
a little bit tougher economically, those of 
the mind-set to steal are going to do it,” 
taking advantage of an open setting such 
as a college campus, said Carey. 
See SECURITY, page 6 GARDINER NARDINI 
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR 
In memory of the life and work of 
Doctor Martin Luther King Jr., the Col¬ 
lege administration cancelled classes this 
Monday to host a series of informative 
and inspiring events, prompting commu¬ 
nity members to reflect on the implica¬ 
tions of Dr. King’s profound message. 
Among the speaking guests was Me¬ 
lissa Harris-Lacewell, an associate pro¬ 
fessor of African American Studies and 
Politics at Princeton University. Harris- 
Lacewell, delivering the day’s keynote 
address at the Olin Arts auditorium, of¬ 
fered that a principle consideration of 
contemporary social studies must be 
“where do we go from here.” 
She explained that while Obama’s 
election to the presidency is certainly 
an historical feat, his presence in Wash¬ 
ington is not necessarily comparable to 
Dr. King’s role in the Johnson adminis¬ 
tration. Obama should, instead, be seen 
as analogous to President Johnson. 
According to Harris-Lacewell’s argu¬ 
ment, presidents and government offi¬ 
cials frame debates on political issues 
in a way that leads to a specific type 
of solution. It is the job of community 
organizers and activists of all kinds to 
offer the oval office solutions from a di¬ 
versity of perspectives. Dr. King himself 
had the aide of numerous advisors and 
friends, such as Ella Baker, who served 
this function and had a tremendous im¬ 
pact on his actions and thoughts. 
Most importantly, the professor 
noted, society must not believe itself 
to have yet reached the “promise-land” 
- humanity has by no means entered 
the age of post-racialism, and it remains 
the job of contemporary citizens, whose 
personal views are unconstrained by 
the pressures and timelines of popular 
elections, to offer unique solutions that 
extend beyond any one life span. 
Close by at the Benjamin Mays Center, 
debaters from both Morehouse and Bates 
Colleges exchanged arguments in the an¬ 
nual speech invitational, demonstrating 
two schools of thought regarding the ref¬ 
ormation of America’s prison system. 
Mike Pasek T2 articulated that if 
the prison system were privatized, the 
incentive for institution owners to seek 
financial profit would compromise the 
actual responsibilities of prisons, which 
are to detain, rehabilitate and in most 
cases ultimately to reintroduce individu¬ 
als who have violated the law to society. 
Colin Etnire T2, speaking on behalf of 
the same view, noted that a privately 
owned prison could be traded interna¬ 
tionally, which would import foreign le¬ 
gal philosophy into the American justice 
system. 
In rebuttal, Alana Folsom ’12 out¬ 
lined the advantages of partially priva¬ 
tizing our prison system. Incarceration 
firms in competition for government 
money and permission to operate will, 
she asserted, adhere closely to estab¬ 
lished standards of conduct and, with 
a certain amount of government regu¬ 
lation, will improve American society. 
Her side argued that the contentious 
nature of the private industry would 
keep prison administration in line on 
the condition of notable government 
created standards and regulation. 
In addition to these events, fac¬ 
ulty members and students alike pre¬ 
sented a collection of workshops that 
examined current and historical social 
circumstances and methods for com¬ 
municating about them, from a ses¬ 
sion on the use of music in the Obama 
Campaign to a seminar on the use of 
creative writing in social movements. 
These workshops were accompanied 
by a three part video installation that 
re-examined Dr. King’s legacy and the 
American Civil Rights Movement. 
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One Small Step for Obama, 
One Giant Setback for Gay Kind 
plates H>tu&ent 
ALLIE GOLDSTEIN 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
By selecting Rev. 
Rick Warren to deliver 
the invocation at his 
inaugural address to¬ 
day, President Barack Obama has made 
what should be an incredibly momen¬ 
tous event in civil rights history a bit¬ 
tersweet one. 
The theme of one giant step for¬ 
ward, three steps back has been appar¬ 
ent since Nov. 4, when Obama’s elec¬ 
tion was coupled with the passage of 
gay marriage bans in Florida, Arizona 
and even in California, which just seven 
months ago became the second state 
in the nation to legalize same-sex mar¬ 
riage. Obama’s selection of Warren, a 
evangelical minister who unapologeti- 
cally equates gay marriage with incest, 
pedophilia and polygamy, to be what 
New York Times columnist Frank Rich 
calls the “de facto pope” at the presi¬ 
dential inauguration is yet another re¬ 
wind in what has otherwise been a his¬ 
torical and inspirational period for the 
advancement of civil rights. Because of 
this choice, today’s presidential inaugu¬ 
ration will simultaneously fulfill Mar¬ 
tin Luther King Jr.’s dream and Harvey 
Milk’s nightmare. 
Some people commend Obama for 
what they see as an attempt to reconcile 
opposing groups and bring Americans 
with disparate viewpoints together. As 
the president said to his critics during 
his acceptance speech on Nov. 4, “I may 
not have won your vote, but I hear your 
voices, I need your help, and I will be 
your president too.” 
That’s a very nice sentiment, but 
there is one set of voices that Obama 
perhaps should not listen so closely to: 
the voices of bigotry. 
For some reason, in this country, 
the connection has not yet been made 
that the religious right’s opposition to 
same-sex marriage is more than just a 
different opinion on an issue; it’s an as¬ 
sault on a group’s civil rights. In many 
states, denying gay couples marriage 
certificates simultaneously denies them 
Social Security tax benefits and the abil¬ 
ity to adopt children. Even in Vermont, 
New Jersey and New Hampshire, where 
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Fear In the Media: 
How the News Teaches Negativity 
civil unions allow gay partners the legal 
rights of marriage, the law is a trans¬ 
parent manifestation of the infamous 
“separate but equal” clause that once 
justified segregation in public schools: 
if a civil union is in fact equal to a mar¬ 
riage, why the separate term? 
Rev. Rick Warren is undoubtedly a 
successful man, and a popular one in 
many circles. His Saddleback Church 
in southern Calif, started with one fam¬ 
ily and now has an estimated 22,000 
weekly attendees. Warren’s book, “The 
Purpose Driven Life,” topped best-sell¬ 
er lists for advice books and has been 
translated into 50 languages. 
In terms of his role in Obama’s in¬ 
auguration, however, all of Warren’s 
accomplishments are nullified by his 
recent statement in an interview with 
Beliefnet.com that same-sex marriage 
ist “equivalent” to marriage between a 
brother and a sister, an old man and a 
child, or one man and several wives. 
“They can’t accuse me of homopho¬ 
bia,” Warren said. “I just don’t agree 
with the redefinition of marriage.” He 
asserted that, although he wouldn’t 
necessarily accept the term ‘civil union,’ 
he was all for “full equal rights for ev¬ 
erybody in America.” 
The only thing more offensive than 
Warren’s argument that he can support 
equal rights while denying equal rights 
to a particular group is Obama’s accep¬ 
tance of this logic. 
Today, Warren will speak along¬ 
side Rev. Dr. Joseph E. Lowery, who 
co-founded the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference alongside Mar¬ 
tin Luther King Jr. and is known as the 
dean of the civil rights movement. Their 
mere presence on the same stage sends 
the disappointing message that their 
viewpoints are equally legitimate and 
that they represent the heartbeat of the 
Obama administration. 
Obama’s selection of Bishop Gene 
Robinson of New Hampshire, the first 
openly gay Episcopal bishop, to give the 
inaugural prayer at the Lincoln Memo¬ 
rial on Sunday was perhaps supposed 
to serve as a counterweight to the se¬ 
lection of Warren. What Obama doesn’t 
seem to realize is that, in this situation, 
“balance” should not apply: bigotry and 
tolerance should never be allowed to 
stand side by side as equals. 
See BITTERSWEET INAUGURATION, page 3 
ANDREW WILCOX 
MANAGING FORUM 
EDITOR 
Last semester, Ameri¬ 
can philosopher and 
author Sam Keen spoke 
in Chase Lounge. The 
premise for his talk was sufficiently summed 
up when he said, “If we studied peace as 
much as we studied war, the whole human 
psyche would change.” 
Though Keen referred primarily to 
education, his point holds true for the 
media. The news is a hotbed for fear. 
A recent New York Times article, titled 
“F.D.A. Cautions on Peanut Butter,” evi¬ 
dences my point. Apparently, peanut 
butter is now publicly denounced as 
dangerous, a potential host of salmo¬ 
nella contamination. 
News like this is mostly unhelpful 
given the fact that peanut butter is, and 
has been for a long time, a widely con¬ 
sumed spread. And correct me if I’m 
wrong, but I don’t remember the last 
time somebody went to the hospital for 
salmonella poisoning from peanut but¬ 
ter. Nonetheless, we are being urged 
by the New York Times to “avoid eat¬ 
ing cookies, cakes, ice cream and other 
foods that contain peanut butter until 
more is known about a deadly outbreak 
of salmonella contamination.” 
This article exemplifies what 1 be¬ 
lieve to be a problem that plagues the 
media. That is, the media is based en¬ 
tirely on fear. Of course, it is important 
to keep the human population privy to 
the latest issues. 
Still, I recognize two serious prob¬ 
lems with the way the media presents 
the news. My first concern is that 
issues are deliberately presented to 
scare us. This seems to be a central 
objective even when it means pre¬ 
senting the “truth” in an unhelpful, 
restrictive manner. 
My second concern is that wheth¬ 
er or not these articles are helpful or 
meaningful, there is still a severe lack 
of uplifting news. Cynicism and pall¬ 
ing consequence are two characteristics 
that have come to dominate everything 
I read. Alternatively, optimism and en¬ 
couragement are nowhere to be found. 
It is safe to say that this imbalance is not 
due to the fact that there are no impor¬ 
tant uplifting things happening every 
day. Rather, we choose to focus on the 
stories that lurk in their shadows. 
I see the United States’ media of fear 
as a “chicken or the egg” question. Did 
a human addiction to bad news create 
a demand for it in the media? Or, did 
bad news addict humans? I am inclined 
to believe the latter - that humans are 
not necessarily addicted to upset and 
fear. Instead, bad news seems to have 
become a learned truth, the absence of 
which makes us feel incomplete. 
Sam Keen argues that to teach 
wars and the history of violence in the 
school system is to teach kids the im¬ 
portance of war rather than the impor¬ 
tance of peace. This makes humans 
learn to accept violence as a familiar 
and taught concept. Similarly, because 
fear outweighs optimism in nearly ev¬ 
ery aspect of the media, people learn 
to fear and question. Skepticism and 
fright become feelings that I believe 
only restrict us and lead us to more 
skepticism and fright. 
What if there was a newspaper that 
only presented positive news? What if 
newspapers made a conscious effort to 
print uplifting stories rather than ones 
of death and peril as headlines? I think 
that people would slowly but surely 
begin to demand new ideas like unity 
and optimism rather than the opposite. 
As Keen says, maybe “the whole human 
psyche would change.” 
For this rpason, I urge newspa¬ 
pers like the Bates Student, and all 
other media outlets, to go against 
the grain and try to present news in 
the light of its uplifting stories rather 
than in the shadows of its distress¬ 
ing ones. 
There is a certain need or those 
stories which report the problems of 
the world. In the same way, there 
is a definite need for those stories 
which report the positive aspects 
of the world. The media has yet to 
strike a fair balance between the 
two, a balance that might ultimately 
change the way humans perceive 
the world and act accordingly. 
Monolinguists Should Study Abroad 
BLAISE LUCEY 
ASSISTANT FORUM 
EDITOR 
I just got back 
from a semester in 
Scotland. People have 
asked me how it was 
and what I enjoyed (usually defected 
by the ever-useful statement, “it was 
good”). 
I know that most Bates kids will 
go through the phase in their college 
career during which they consider 
going abroad. Many won’t make it 
through the first form. The forms are 
hard, boring and, worst of all, com¬ 
pletely optional. 
If you’re hopelessly monolingual 
like me, you don’t have as many 
choices. However, for those of you 
who are thinking of traveling to Eng¬ 
land or Scotland, I’ve decided to 
helpfully list three reasons that may 
compel you To go. 
First, learn a new language. From 
the moment you enter a British airport, 
you will suddenly realize that every¬ 
thing you thought you knew about 
the English language was wrong. You 
will hear words and sounds that you 
didn’t think were possible for a hu¬ 
man to make. 
There is no consistency to these 
sounds. Every British person speaks 
their own personalized language. 
In fact, there are often entire con¬ 
versations between British people 
in which no one knows what any¬ 
one else is saying. This is because 
everyone has taken the liberty of in¬ 
venting some letters and eliminating 
others entirely. The British alphabet 
can have four to 40 different letters, 
simultaneously. 
This language barrier will be al¬ 
most impossible at first. Then, after 
many months of careful and meticu¬ 
lous observation, you will finally 
realize that it just doesn’t get any 
easier. Get really good at nodding 
while sporting an ambiguous half¬ 
smile, half-frown on your face. 
Secondly, appreciate a different 
culture. Forget everything you knew 
about the definition of culture. Scot¬ 
land has taught me that culture is 
just another word for drinking. When 
people say they want to experience 
Scottish culture, they mean they want 
to drink whiskey. 
You will never feel bad about 
your own drinking ever again. Ev¬ 
eryone in my school went to clubs 
from Sunday night to Friday night. 
Saturday night was X-Factor night 
(the British equivalent to American 
Idol). People drank on Saturdays 
because it is physically impossible 
to enjoy that show sober, but they 
didn’t go out. 
The other aspect of British culture 
is castles. Whether you’re in the city 
or the country, or in an exotic British 
store like McDonald’s or Starbucks, 
there will be some gratuitous ruin 
or miscellaneous stone edifice that’s 
older than the United States. There 
is no other cultural difference. 
Lastly, appreciate how bad college 
food can be. This is crucial. The food 
at my university (which shall remain 
nameless) was not food. The tastes 
of these substances varied incredibly. 
Some alleged food products tasted 
like dusty chalk and others had the 
consistency of processed cardboard. 
It was, in short, a vast and end¬ 
less barrage of culinary abomina¬ 
tions. If you survive this experience, 
you will never complain about Com¬ 
mons food ever again. In fact, you 
will become Commons’ personal 
champion, whether it’s for the cause 
of the exotic garlic brussel sprouts or 
the dependable Sunday sausages. 
This is because you will know 
that just across the Atlantic, kids 
suffer through horrible meals day 
after day. And you are no longer 
one of them. 
The Artful Controversy of the Mao Jacket 
ELIZABETH CASTELLANO 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
If public art’s role is to provoke 
thought and debate, then Sui Jianguo’s 
“Mao Jacket” has fulfilled that mission. 
However, if one believes art’s role 
is to add beauty to its surround¬ 
ings, then the success of Bates’ 
latest acquisition is debatable. 
I understand Director of the 
Bates College Museum of Art 
Mark Bessire’s desire to expose 
the Bates community to Chinese 
contemporary art and thereby 
recognize China’s significant 
role in the world today. 
Having the “Mao Jacket” 
at Bates is certainly newswor¬ 
thy. However, isn’t the stat¬ 
ue also making a political state¬ 
ment? Are we honoring a man 
who is credited with moving 
China into the modern world, 
but who is also linked with the 
repression of individual free¬ 
doms and rights, who may have 
been responsible for hundreds 
of thousands of deaths, and 
who may have contributed to 
one of the greatest famines in 
history? 
It’s difficult to- view the 
sculpture simply as a piece 
of artwork because its sub¬ 
ject matter is so potent. It’s 
like attending a dance per¬ 
formance and loving the 
music. How can one sepa¬ 
rate the music from the dance? We 
experience the performance as a 
whole. The dance and music are 
meshed, as is Mao, the man, with 
the “Mao Jacket.” 
While some question the wis¬ 
dom of spending $50,000 to host 
“Mao Jacket” for a year, it seems 
anlfl ft. 
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reasonable to assume that money 
spent on the arts is a necessary 
cost. If a college doesn’t promote 
appreciation of the arts, then who 
will? While composing this article, 
I learned of Andrew Wyeth’s death. 
Wyeth is an American painter and 
off-and-on Maine resident. It seems 
he was a controversial figure 
in the art world because of 
his nonconformity to the 
“nonconformists” of modern 
art. 
This prompts the question: 
who is the real nonconform¬ 
ist? Many are familiar with hir 
painting “Christina’s World.” 
When I viewed this painting, I 
saw a young woman reclining 
in a field. The reality is that 
the model for that painting was 
a disabled 55-year-old, drag¬ 
ging her body across a Maine 
landscape. 
I mention this bit of news 
to illustrate that things are 
often not as they appear at 
first sight. Sometimes, a little 
study, a little introspection 
and a little debate is neces¬ 
sary to fully comprehend art. 
So while I have to admit I am 
not a fan of the jacket, I am 
a fan of art, and open-mind- 
edess, and Bob Dylan. 
I’ll end with his words: 
“The highest purpose of art is 
to inspire. What else can you 
do? What else can you do for 
anyone but inspire them?” 
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Say “Sprinkles,” Not “Jimmies” 
AFROZ BAIG 
STAFF WRITER 
I am not from 
around here, and I 
admit that there is 
a lot I don’t under¬ 
stand about New England. One thing 
which has been eating my soul as of 
late is the fact that New Englanders 
call sprinkles “jimmies.” I had never 
heard that term before coming to 
Bates and upon hearing it for the first 
time, something caught my attention. 
It seemed that those using this termi¬ 
nology only reference brown sprin¬ 
kles as “jimmies” and call rainbow 
sprinkles “rainbow sprinkles.” 
I understand that because I 
didn’t grow up here I don’t under¬ 
stand every nuance of New England 
lingo. However, since I first heard 
the word, I can’t help but think that 
“jimmies” has racial undertones and 
connotations. 
Now let me be clear. I’m not 
saying that New Englanders are 
all racist, but it is surprising to me 
that people don’t see the problem 
with the term “jimmies.” There are 
people who refer to all sprinkles 
as “jimmies,” but I think it is tell¬ 
ing that people who reside outside 
of New England don’t use the term. 
There are a few theories on the word’s 
origin. Those opposed to the allega¬ 
tions that the term is racist often say 
that the sprinkles are called “jimmies” 
because a man by the name owned a 
sprinkle factory. Then, there are oth¬ 
ers, like myself, who feel that it’s a 
racist term referencing the Jim Crow 
laws. I wasn’t able to locate any 
credible sources on the matter, but 
regardless of the true origin of the 
term, I find the loyalty some people 
have to the word fascinating. 
No one likes to believe that his 
or her upbringing may have been 
intertwined with ignorance. How¬ 
ever, that is no excuse. I have yet to 
find a credible explanation for why 
it is so necessary to continue to use 
the word “jimmies.” I’m not saying 
that I don’t have my own biases and 
that I’m not ignorant to some degree 
- I think we all are. However, I’m 
truly heartbroken and disappointed 
that people I have spoken to, for 
the most part, believe that the term 
is fine to use even if it has racial 
undertones because it is a staple of 
New England. 
It is awful that without being 100 
percent sure that the word isn’t racially 
suggestive, people are still comfortable 
using it. I think my disgust was at an all 
time high when I saw the sign in Com¬ 
mons refer to sprinkles as “jimmies.” In 
all honesty, sprinkles are not such a big 
part of anyone’s life that it would be 
an uphill battle to try to change one’s 
vocabulary on the matter. 
I don’t want to be the bearer of 
bad news, but it hasn’t been that 
long since the struggle for civil 
rights took place. A shameful shad¬ 
ow on this nation’s history, no one 
can deny that it is horrific that it 
took until the mid-twentieth century 
to get racial equality in this country. 
It is not even the term “jimmies” that 
gets me so upset. It is the fact that 
people are unwilling to sit down and 
talk about it, and that this history of 
racial discrimination doesn’t seem to 
matter in the face of protecting and 
defending one’s regional interests. 
The most ironic thing about all of 
this is that I’m arguing with people 
about this at a time when our nation just 
elected its first black president. Barack 
Obama will be moving into the White 
House as his primary residence, a man¬ 
sion partly built by slave labor. It seems 
that even though we move forward, 
there are segments of the American 
population and regions of the country 
unwilling to budge. Let me reiterate: I 
don’t know if the term “jimmies” is a ra¬ 
cial slur making reference to Jim Crow 
laws - it very well may not be. But I 
do know this: it is hard for me to ac¬ 
cept that at a college where we all go in 
the hopes of expanding our minds and 
wealth of knowledge, individuals still 
don’t have the intellectual maturity to 
sit down and talk about the matter. So 
many hours of our day are wasted talk¬ 
ing about things that don’t mean any¬ 
thing, but it seems that the moment we 
hit on a subject that could foster a dis¬ 
cussion, people are quick to dismiss it 
and move on primarily because of what 
it could mean for them personally. 
Newsflash: this is not an effective 
way to lead your life. I know that 
I’ve been blessed to have lived in 
different countries and environments 
and to have been surrounded by dif¬ 
ferent types of people throughout 
my life. But those experiences have 
done nothing but solidify my belief 
that having pride in where you come 
from and being unwilling to accept 
the validity of the thoughts of others 
with different experiences are two 
different things. 
I didn’t write this piece to attack 
or offend anyone. I chose to come 
to New England for four years, so 
obviously there are things I like and 
love about it. But sometimes I think 
it may be important to consider that 
a fresh pair of eyes looking in may 
be able to pick up on things that 
would otherwise go uncontested. 
All I’m asking is for people to think 
about why they are choosing to em¬ 
ploy the term “jimmies;” all I want to 
know is the reasoning behind it so 
I can better understand it. I’m look¬ 
ing for a better answer than, “I grew 
up on it,” or “that’s what everyone 
calls it.” 
It is OK for us to disagree on 
some things - that’s healthy. But 
disagreements fueled with passion 
and conviction are so rare that op¬ 
portunities to learn something from 
them is often missed. However, I do 
think it comes to the point that if one 
chooses to continue using words like 
“jimmies” without justification while 
having the knowledge that it may be 
a racist remark, it is hard to see that 
decision as anything but perpetuat¬ 
ing the cycle of racism. 
Today, President Obama will 
take the oath of office, transform¬ 
ing the history of our nation forever. 
With such great strides being made 
during our time, it is more preva¬ 
lent than ever for us to reexamine 
our individual relationship to race. 
If this reexamination cannot occur at 
a place like Bates at a time like this, 
then I can’t imagine it ever will. 
1 'N 
f)igitz 
124 
The number of hours Lluis Colet's speech lasted. Colet is a Frenchman who set a new world 
record for speaking nonstop. The speech was about Salvador Dali, Catalan culture, and many 
other topics. It lasted for five straight days and four nights. 
25 
The number of days two Burmese men spent floating around in a tiny icebox in the ocean 
after their fishing boat sank. They survived by drinking rain water that gathered at the 
bottom of the box and eating pieces of fish that were floating in the container. 
1300 
The number of Palestinians, 700 of whom were civilians, killed in the Gaza offensive. 
13 
The number of Israelis, three of whom were civilians, killed in the Gaza offensive. 
0 
The amount of days left until we have a competent President. 
The Greatness of 
All-Girl Gyms 
TAMARA WYZANSKI 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
I joined Bally Total Fitness in 2005. 
Bally’s was conveniently located near 
my house and its monthly cost was 
low. I remained a member that summer 
and returned during Bates vacations. It 
wasn’t until this past winter break that I 
grew uncomfortable going to Bally’s. 
Ira, a Bally spinning teacher, had 
grown fond of me in recent years. He 
would always save me a bike in the 
front row and push me extra hard. On 
Yahoo’s Yelp website, where consumers 
can criticize or praise Boston business¬ 
es, a woman reported: “Bally’s is a get 
what you pay for gym. But the week¬ 
end spinning class is a death sentence.” 
She was referring to Ira. 
One day after class a few weeks 
ago, Ira asked me how long I was 
home for break. “Um, until January 
13th,” I replied. 
“That is great. Just enough time to 
get in more work-outs and get in here 
every day,” Ira said, like a drill sergeant. 
“I’m in here every day anyway,” I 
answered. 
He gave me a look up and down 
and said, “Well you should get in here 
even more.” 
I felt awkward, began avoiding eye 
contact and then said, “Wait, are you im¬ 
plying something?” He flustered for his 
words a little bit. As I abruptly walked 
away, Ira tried following me to redeem 
himself. While Bally’s is a get what you pay 
for kind of place, I certainly didn’t pay for 
the judgments of a 44-year-old spinning 
teacher, whose life was clearly devoted to 
exercise and protein shakes, his physique 
the epitome of a steroid-abuser. 
The following morning, I took ac¬ 
tion to seek sanctuary from male com¬ 
mentary. I ventured over to Health 
Works, the all-women’s gym.I had 
always scornfully looked at Health 
Works. It was significantly more luxuri¬ 
ous than Bally’s and higher in cost. And 
as a Women and Gender Studies Major, 
I always wondered to myself, why can’t 
women just work out with men? Why 
does it really matter? 
The Health Works sales associate 
was friendly and she offered me a two 
week trial membership. She then took 
me on a tour of the gym. Immediately I 
sensed a different approach to exercise 
than Bally’s. Nothing was the same as 
Bally’s. Well, nothing besides the fact 
that they both had work-out equipment. 
On the treadmills at Health Works, 
there were laminated words of inspira¬ 
tion which bullet-pointed ways to stay 
healthy and stress-free during the holi¬ 
days. There were no mirrors except in 
the group exercise rooms. The maga¬ 
zine rack didn’t have Bally’s Star maga¬ 
zine with nasty headlines about Jennifer 
Lopez’s post-pregnancy stretch marks, 
but instead only had Women’s Health, 
Shape, and the Improper Bostonian. 
On the machines I noticed obese 
women working out and a woman in 
an Islamic hijab on an elliptical. The 
weight-lifting area was visible from the 
cardio area, whereas at Bally’s one had 
to travel to an entirely different room, 
where men intimidated women at¬ 
tempting to lift free weights. 
In the changing room there was a 
bulletin board with quotes by Maya An- 
gelou, artwork, and information about 
hiring a “life coach.” The changing room 
even had tampons neatly stacked in a 
basket. There was also a special section 
of the wall decorated with post-it notes 
of inspiration dedicated to Alyssa, a 
woman who had lost 22 pounds. One 
of them read, “Whenever I see you at the 
gym, I am inspired to keep on working 
toward my goal weight, too. Congratula¬ 
tions and keep up the good work!” 
I was surprised. I had imagined 
an all women’s gym would be un-in- 
spirational and unfriendly. I pictured 
females with defined triceps scrutiniz¬ 
ing one another, women glancing over 
at a fellow exerciser on the treadmill 
and noticing she was going 6.8 and 
then increasing her speed to at least 
7.0, and an uncomfortable changing 
room where overweight women timidly 
walked around in their towels while the 
sleek ones confidently bore their na¬ 
ked bodies. All of this was ultimately 
not true; and my two weeks at Health 
Works proved the complete opposite 
experience. 
My first day at Health Works, I took 
a spinning class. Nothing about it was 
a death sentence. The instructor was 
kind and asked us how we were do¬ 
ing every ten minutes. When she put 
her hand up to count down from 5 to 
0 until the class was finished, a fellow 
spinner yelled out “Peace!” instead of 
“Two.” 
Over the next thirteen remaining 
days I took a ballet class, participated in 
a lifting class entitled “Strong Women,” 
went in the sauna naked and chatted 
with a 40-year-old woman, and did a 
self-breast exam in the shower where 
the instructions dangle from the shower 
head. For those two weeks, I felt fo¬ 
cused on all-around health, not fitness, 
which Bally’s is so fond of promoting. 
I attribute this difference to Health 
Works having only female workers and 
being managed by women. It’s about 
women understanding women. The 
Bally’s manager is a tattooed, body¬ 
builder type who sits in an office and 
rarely communicates with clients. At 
Health Works, the manager roams the 
floor of the gym answering questions 
about how to work machines, offering 
health advice, and recruiting women for 
the Results Program which is group-fo¬ 
cused on changing behavior to be more 
conducive to a healthy lifestyle. 
Two weeks after my trial member¬ 
ship, I am absolutely convinced that an 
all-women’s gym is right for me, and 
perhaps it is right for other female Bates 
students. Like me, hundreds of other 
Bates females will be graduating on 
May 31st, 2009. We will be starting lives 
in new cities and most of us, I imagine, 
will set aside some of our income to 
join gyms. My first purchase will be a 
Health Works membership. 
To Bates females, I ask you to con¬ 
sider an all-women’s gym, too. I believe 
an all-female gym is more dedicated, un¬ 
derstanding and interested in the specif¬ 
ic all-around health concerns of women 
and the kind of atmosphere many wom¬ 
en feel comfortable exercising in. 
While Health Works is more than 
two times the price of Bally’s per 
month, you are getting what you pay 
for: a gym mission dedicated to health, 
motivation, friendliness and freedom 
from male scrutiny and inappropriate 
commentary. And above all, an all¬ 
women’s gym answers the question I 
asked about why it matters that women 
work out with only women: because it 
does make a difference. 
-r 
Bittersweet Inauguration 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 
There is a stinging irony to having 
a series of gay rights setbacks along 
the “road to power” of our nation’s first 
black president. 
Although Obama apparently fails to 
see this, the gay rights movement today 
faces many of the same challenges that 
the civil rights movement encountered 
forty years ago. The opposition to inter¬ 
racial marriage was originally grounded 
in religion and the integrity of the Amer¬ 
ican family, arguments that ring offen¬ 
sively false to us now and yet for some 
reason continue to be accepted by poli¬ 
ticians as legitimate reasons to oppose 
same-sex marriage. 
What if Obama had selected an ad¬ 
versary of interracial marriage to give 
the invocation? This choice would sim¬ 
ply not be tolerated, because the op¬ 
position to interracial marriage is not 
a politically legitimate viewpoint - it’s 
a racist one. Yet the parallel to same- 
sex marriage has not yet been drawn, 
and Rick Warren is somehow allowed 
to oppose gay marriage without being 
dismissed as homophobic. 
The fact that states continue to let 
their citizens vote on same-sex marriage 
also indicates that, legally and politi¬ 
cally, there is still a strange disconnect 
between gay rights and human rights. 
The very notion of Proposition 8 in Cal¬ 
ifornia, which allowed voters to say yes 
or no to gay marriage as they voted for 
president, is deeply disturbing. 
The Civil Rights Act of 1964 never 
appeared on a ballot; it passed in Con- 
The role of government 
should be to protect 
citizens’ rights, not to ask 
citizens if a particular 
group’s rights should or 
should not be protected. 
gress. It was understood at that time that 
the protection of civil rights could not 
be left up to public opinion. Why, then, 
are the rights of homosexuals up for de¬ 
bate? The role of government should be 
to protect citizens’ rights, not to ask citi¬ 
zens if a particular group’s rights should 
or should not be protected. 
Today, 30 states have same-sex mar¬ 
riage bans, while only Massachusetts 
and Connecticut both perform and rec¬ 
ognize same-sex marriages. Rhode Island 
and New York do not perform same-sex 
marriages, but they recognize same-sex 
marriages performed elsewhere. 
In Maine, the Defense of Marriage 
Act, which defines marriage as between 
one man and one woman, is currently 
on the books, but just last week Demo¬ 
cratic state Sen. Dennis Damonck intro¬ 
duced a bill to repeal it. Gay and Les¬ 
bian Advocates and Defenders, a group 
of lawyers who spearheaded the fight 
for same-sex marriage in Massachusetts 
and Connecticut, hope to fully legalize 
same-sex marriage in all six New Eng¬ 
land states by 2012. 
It seems inevitable that, as in the civil 
rights movement of the 1960s, the voice 
of justice will ultimately ring out over 
the voice of bigotry and the protection 
of same-sex marriage, along with other 
measures to guarantee rights regard¬ 
less of sexual orientation, will eventu¬ 
ally be written into federal law. Whether 
Obama’s administration impedes or fa¬ 
cilitates this movement is yet to be seen, 
but the president’s selection of Warren 
to give the invocation at his inauguration 
certainly sets him conspicuously on the 
wrong side of history. 
Until Obama recognizes the protec¬ 
tion of gay rights as the next, necessary 
chapter in the protection of civil rights, 
rainbow flags across the nation, like 
those in San Francisco after the pas¬ 
sage of Proposition 8, will remain at 
half mast. 
+ 
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Paul Newman Answered Back in 1987 
ANDREW WILCOX 
MANAGING FORUM EDITOR 
As most of us already know, this Friday will 
be “Newman Day.” This day has been an en¬ 
during tradition at Bates since the 1970s. Un¬ 
fortunately for Paul Newman, I don't see this- 
tradition going anywhere fast. 
“Newman Day” at Bates consists of finish¬ 
ing 24 beers within the 24 hours of the day. 
The early winter sunset is no longer the only 
thing that makes days seem so short, for on 
“Newman Day,” we all wish they were a bit 
longer. 
To the right is the letter Paul Newman wrote 
to Bates College in ,1987, originally printed in 
the Bates Student in 2001. 
His response to Bates’ “Newman Day” tradi¬ 
tion introduces the interesting idea of tradition 
versus respect. Should Bates scrap its traditional 
“Newman Day,” to take place this Friday, in com¬ 
pliance with Newman’s request? 
Though “Newman Day” consists of each par¬ 
ticipant consuming a large quantity of alcohol 
in one day, and Newman wishes this weren’t 
so, I think it should remain a tradition. 
Firstly, we must remember that the tradition 
is not generally carried out literally in the spirit 
of Paul Newman. The tradition more accurately 
reflects the spirit of Bates College. Sure, it is in 
Newman’s “honor,” but that is largely out of the 
heads of Bates students. 
Secondly, traditions are important and cru¬ 
cial to Bates’ character. To take away one tradi¬ 
tion is to preempt memories that students carry 
with them for the rest of their lives. Of course, 
“Newman Day” has given rise to chaos, but it 
only lasts for one day. 
To alter the purpose of a tradition is to 
lose the tradition anyway. Thus, we should 
not change the meaning of “Newman Day,” as 
Newman requests. 
Bates students don’t want a day dedicated 
to sports. This is not only because our sports 
are less than exceptional for the most part, but 
because students value this tradition as it is a 
means of bonding and having fun amid a dark 
winter semester. 
I think Newman’s proposal is reasonable 
and understandable. He has every right to be 
concerned that his name is attached to a day of 
such debauchery. 
However, his letter presents unrealistic 
ideas. Even if someone did change the tradi¬ 
tions surrounding “Newman Day,” students 
would continue to practice the tradition the 
way they always knew it. Thus, this letter is a 
futile but respectable attempt. 
There is a compromise, though. One pos¬ 
sible solution is to couple the current tradition 
with something like a sporting event. This might 
satisfy both ends. Then again, I can easily see 
that becoming a day of heightened debauchery 
and more “deeds of questionable character.” 
Nevertheless, it is an idea, and it sounds fun. 
There may be no solution that would sat¬ 
isfy Newman’s request. And 1 honestly don't 
think anyone is searching for one. However, I 
don’t necessarily see this as a problem. Rather, 
Bates must embrace the traditions that make it 
distinctive. If this means drinking 24 beers in 
one day in the “honor” of Paul Newman, then 
so be it. 
BATES RATES 
Ladd printers The library ate my homework. 
First weekend back at Bates And there were things to do, honestly! 
“Black Taxi” concert 
The start of classes T4- 
If you were 95 percent of the student 
body, you really missed out. 
Suffer with the people you love in a class 
you loath for a subject you like. 
April 20, 1987 
Mr, Thomas Reynolds 
President, Bates College 
204 Lane Hall 
Lewis ton, MS 0 4 24 0 
Dear Mr, Reynolds: 
I was surprised to learn that a day 
which was held in my honor was actually 
an excuse for drunkenness, disregard 
for property, disrespect for people, 
and deeds of questionable character. 
That the tradition of these excesses 
has been wisely quashed by those in 
authority is indeed a relief, 
I would like to propose that Paul Sewroan 
Day be reinstated under somewhat different- 
guidelines; i.e„, a day in pursuit of 
athletic excellence with paid attendance. 
The proceeds to be returned to the 
community in ways of your own choosing. 
I would be grateful to learn if the 
students find any merit in this. 
Sincerely, 
PN/do 
cc: Lauretta A. Cousineau 
P.S. My office 'address i§i 
New York, NY 10022 
500 Park Avenue, 
Better Ingredients. Better Pizza 
0RDERATPAPAJ0HNS.COM 
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Amazon Trumps 
Bookstore Pricing 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
a fixed price have a net cost, which 
means that the bookstore adds a 23 
percent margin to the price at which 
it bought the book. Used books are 
sold for 75 percent of the new price, 
also factoring in any discounts the 
bookstore receives for the books. 
The current economic crisis also 
has an effect on the book sales. For 
instance, with fluctuating gas prices, the 
cost of publishing and shipping books 
varies. Since her son is a student at Uni¬ 
versity of Maine-Orono, Rebecca Lovett, 
Assistant Manager of the bookstore, 
understands that students are affected 
by the current economic crisis and will 
often offer advice to students about al¬ 
ternative means of acquiring books. 
“We’re very mindful with what’s going 
on economically right now,” Lovett said. 
For the first time ever, the bookstore 
put the book list online ahead of time 
so that students would have the option 
of buying the books from other sources 
for more affordable prices. Lovett came 
into work during winter break to com¬ 
pile the complete book list, which was 
posted on the bookstore’s webpage and 
announce e-mailed on Jan. 2. 
The bookstore adds a 23 
percent margin to the 
price at which it bought 
the book 
Lovett often recommends that stu¬ 
dents look for their books on shopy- 
ourschool.com. The site is managed 
by Bates students, who can either sell 
unwanted books or bid on prices for 
books that their peers are selling. That 
way, business is kept within the com¬ 
munity and the prices are not augment¬ 
ed by a shipping fee. 
Other students will turn to Amazon 
or half.com, which is a subset of eBay. 
While prices may be cheaper, there 
is more of a risk that the seller is less 
honest about the condition of the book 
or that the order will not go through. 
Books are shipped from all over the 
country, so that may mean going weeks 
without books. 
Since a shipping fee is included, 
paperback books for a literature course 
often break even when purchased on 
half.com. "Entre Amis," the introductory 
French text book, sells for $40 on half, 
com versus $137.35 in the bookstore. 
There is also the possibility of not 
buying books at all. Some students 
agree to split the cost of a book with 
friends and share. 
The bookstore is looking into a book 
rental possibility. One drawback to this 
is that the book lists often change and 
many times the publisher will come out 
with a new edition, rendering the old 
supply useless. Many of the books are 
available in the library, so if students are 
willing to risk the possibility that a class¬ 
mate has taken the one copy of “Oliver 
Twist,” they could conceivably get away 
with not paying anything for books. 
While many students rush into the 
bookstore during the first week of the 
semester, Potter noted that other students 
adopt a pay-as-you-need it plan, buying 
books throughout the semester as home¬ 
work is assigned. She commented that 
the bookstore is committed to keeping 
textbooks on the shelves for the entire 
semester for students’ convenience. 
“It’s important for us to keep books 
available to you,” Potter said. 
Books in Maine come with a five 
percent tax, which elevates the prices 
for the students. Potter has been to 
legislative meetings in Maine, advocat¬ 
ing the elimination of the tax on books. 
She hopes to get students involved in 
this movement in the future. 
Bates offers a buyback option at 
the end of each semester so that stu¬ 
dents can get some form of reimburse¬ 
ment for their book expenses. While 
students sometimes luck out, textbooks 
are often turned away because they are 
not needed and the books are often 
sold back for much lower than even the 
used price. 
There are two ways that the buy¬ 
back prices are selected. The bookstore 
directly buys back books that professors 
have requested for their courses the fol¬ 
lowing semester. The other books on 
the list may be sold to national book 
distributers who buy the books for a na¬ 
tionwide price that is the same standard 
used when they sell the books to other 
bookstores across the U.S. 
Sometimes the timing of selling 
back a book can affect its price. For 
instance, Lovett said that since French 
102 is not offered in the winter semes¬ 
ter, it will have more value if sold at 
the end of winter semester due to the 
higher demand for the textbook in the 
fall. Lovett has often advised students 
in line to wait a semester to sell a book 
back so that they will make more mon¬ 
ey. Some students still choose to sell 
the book back for the lower price be¬ 
cause they need money for gas on the 
ride home after finals. 
Potter and Lovett are working on 
ways to make books more affordable 
for the students and are available to 
give students suggestions. 
“It’s up to us to find other options,” 
Potter said. 
plates i£>tubent 
The Bates Student conducted a study comparing the price of a 
random sample of course books at the bookstore to 
Amazon.com prices. The findings of the study are below. The 
statistics represent the average cost per book. 
$70.39 
$56.63 
Bookstore Amazon.com 
MAJORS 
Economics 100 
Biology 
English 
Bookstore New 
Bookstore Used 
Amazon.com New 
Amazon.com Used Politics 
Meet the Candidates 
The Bates College Student Government will hold its annual Executive Committee elections 
this coming week. Below are profiles of the three candidates for president and what they 
intend to do if elected. 
Brianna Bakow 10 
What do you hope to do in office? 
• Support for students on financial 
aid 
• Address security issues, particularly 
thefts 
What experience do you have? 
• Class representative to BCSG 
• Co-president of class of 2010. 
• Member of focus group on campus 
security 
• Community outreach in Lewiston- 
Auburn 
• Study abroad in South Africa 
Why should students vote for you? 
• “I would like to work together with 
current students to solidify the posi¬ 
tives at Bates so that incoming stu¬ 
dents can have the same, if not bet¬ 
ter, opportunities that I did.” 
Daniel Gimbel 10 
What do you hope to do in office? 
• Promote transparency and account¬ 
ability 
• Extend hours of gym access, specifi¬ 
cally on Sundays 
• Turn the Den into a pub: “I would 
argue that an alcohol-serving Den 
would definitely provide the capital 
necessary to sustain the costs neces¬ 
sary to run it.” 
What experience do you have? 
• Dorm representative (3 years) 
• Parliamentarian 
• President of Bates Democrats 
• Chairman of RA elections commitee 
Why should students vote for you? 
• “Students need to know that the 
BCSG is a tool for improving their 
lives, and as President, I will ensure 
that nobody is falling through the 
cracks.” 
Katewatson Prins 11 
What do you hope to do in office? 
• Improve Merrill Gym, including pur¬ 
chasing new equipment, enacting 
time limits for machines 
• Review allocation of club money 
• Extend Commons’ hours to 2:45 pm 
for lunch 
• Get students more interested in 
BCSG and get representatives to at¬ 
tend RA meetings 
• “I would like the OCS to take an active 
role with internships...! want sopho¬ 
mores and juniors to know more about 
them and utilize this service.” 
What experience do you have? 
• President of the class of 2011 
• Dorm representative and JA 
• Vice president and secretary of HS 
Why should students vote for you? 
• Enjoys serving others 
• Good communicator 
SIMONE PATHE/THE BATES STUDENT 
Campus Vigil Remembers 
Gaza Victims 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
Lendvai-Karmout and Grif Peterson 
’09, the Director of Public Relations for 
Students for Peace and Justice in Pales¬ 
tine, were pleased with the event. 
“I think if you come out of the li¬ 
brary and see the lights for just one 
minute... it worked,” said Peterson of 
the vigil. 
Some students did not support the 
vigil, according to Lendvai-Karmout. 
“We were a little upset because 
some people didn’t want to come be¬ 
cause they thought it was biased," he 
said. "But how can it be biased when 
that many people have been killed,” 
he said. “There’s already an existing bias 
in the U.S. ... We’re just trying to bal¬ 
ance it out.” 
Students for Peace and Justice in 
Palestine plans to continue their efforts 
to raise awareness of the ongoing vio¬ 
lence in the region. 
“It’s kind of embarrassing that there’s 
more opposition to what’s happening [in 
Palestine] in [Israel] than there is in the 
United States,” said Lendvai-Karmout. 
“Even though Bates is a very liberal 
school, it is surprising that people here 
are very conservative when it comes to 
Israel,” he said. 
The group plans to focus on edu¬ 
cating students about the conflict, ac¬ 
cording to Sarah Codraro ’09. Providing 
maps that depict the current territorial 
divisions versus the historical divisions 
is among the ideas the club plans to 
employ during the coming months. 
Students for Peace and Justice in 
Palestine meets every Wednesday at 
8:00 p.m. at the Ronj. 
Sarah Gilchrest-Bunnitt 
Owner/Stylist/Colorist 
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Security Efforts Increase to 
Match Higher Crime Rate 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
Thefts in open places, such as 
wallets stolen out of jackets during 
dances at the Benjamin Mays Center 
or iPods and cash stolen from bags at 
the library are harder to control, but 
students need to be aware of their sur¬ 
roundings and protect their belong¬ 
ings, stressed Carey. 
Since the summer, burglaries have 
occurred in Small, Parsons, Whittier and 
Webb houses, Frye Street Union, Rand, 
Page, Smith and Adams. 
Most burglaries since November 
have involved trespassers stealing items 
from unlocked rooms. Few have oc¬ 
curred in rooms that have been locked. 
Even when an intruder has stolen items 
from a room that a student reportedly 
locked, there was never evidence of 
forced entry. 
Carey acknowledged that there is a 
temptation not to lock doors, even ad¬ 
mitting that when he attended Bates stu¬ 
dents left their doors unlocked; but he 
made it clear that the times are different. 
Security will no longer tolerate stu¬ 
dents not picking up their keys. “We 
will stop going to lockouts when we 
find out the person’s on the list” of peo¬ 
ple who don’t have keys, said Carey. 
Many students’ doors are not even 
closed, leading Carey to label these 
crimes “targets of opportunity.” 
Trespassers either tend to slip into 
buildings when they are at their busiest 
or wait to sneak around when no one 
else is nearby. In the case of Merrill, se¬ 
curity found trespassers in locker rooms 
because the monitors failed to check 
ID-cards, said Carey. 
Rendering access control useless, 
students have often let trespassers into 
secure college buildings. Because of the 
small, intimate nature of the campus, it 
is easy to recognize who is a Bates stu¬ 
dent and who is not, and Carey urged 
students to act on any suspicions they 
might have. 
Just after Thanksgiving recess, one 
student called security to report having 
admitted kids into Smith. After search¬ 
ing Smith and Adams, security found 
the youths as they were exiting Page 
with stolen property. 
Migration of trespassers from the 
Smith and Adams area of campus to 
Page commonly occurs. 
Another student informed security 
that local youth were “hanging out” with 
Bates students with whom they had no 
relation in Smith and security was con¬ 
sequently able to apprehend them. 
Stolen property ranges in value 
from 20 dollars taken from wallets 
to thousands of dollars in comput¬ 
ers, the latest of which was stolen 
from the Women and Gender Studies 
lounge in early December. 
Over break, the college removed 
computers from Commons and Chase 
Hall, but they have since been returned 
to Commons. Before break, someone 
stole a power strip and scratched the 
screen of one of the Chase Hall com¬ 
puters, so Carey has not ruled out re¬ 
moving the computers permanently. 
Since burglary is a felony, Secu¬ 
rity always contacts the police and the 
District Attorney as they have the legal 
power to prosecute the perpetrators in 
juvenile court. Security has recovered 
some of the stolen items by working 
with police detectives who check local 
pawn shops. 
In the case of two Nov. 1st assaults 
no one has been charged. As soon as 
the police and Bates Security left the 
scene of the first assault outside Hedge 
Hall, a call came from the corner of Frye 
and College streets. Dismissing the ru¬ 
mor that the perpetrators were Bow- 
doin students, Carey called the crime a 
“random act by some individuals who 
just thought it would be fun to take on 
some Bates students.” 
The assailants drove by the stu¬ 
dents twice on Oak Street, shouting 
and throwing things at them. As the 
students walked down Frye Street, the 
perpetrators parked further down on 
Frye and “attacked them from behind,” 
said Carey. 
“Unfortunately, when you don’t 
have the evidence, you don’t have 
the evidence,” said Carey. Police in¬ 
terviewed the assaulted students and 
worked with resource officers in the lo¬ 
cal schools, identifying several suspects, 
but the Bates students did not get a 
good enough look at the perpetrators 
to identify them. 
Carey emphasized that this kind of 
crime is very rare on campus and that most 
of the kids in the community are great. 
It is too early to predict the extent of 
criminal activity on campus this semes¬ 
ter but most of the crime on campus “is 
very controllable,” said Carey. 
81 Percent of Graduate Health 
School Applicants Accepted 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
The average'rate changes from time to 
time since that actually depends on how 
strong the applicant pool is. 
Abrahamsen said she was disap¬ 
pointed with the article about medical 
students’ acceptance rate published in 
The Student last year, which conveyed 
the percentages issued by MSC as mis¬ 
leading. ‘I was really upset when I read 
the article on this last year. The College 
employs a certain method to calculate 
percentage rates, which may not match 
with the normal rates.’ 
In a December 4th, 2007 article in 
The Student, Sam Nagourney ’09 wrote, 
“Eighty-nine percent (32 out of 36) of 
Bates students applying to healthcare 
related graduate programs for fall 2007 
matriculation were accepted... This is 
an extremely impressive number... But 
how accurate is Bates’ acceptance num¬ 
ber? ... Eighty-nine percent of students 
who worked with the [MSC] were ac¬ 
cepted, but not all, students work with 
the MSC. In reality, 64 percent of Bates 
students (23 out of 36) were accepted 
into graduate programs in healthcare. 
Seventy-nine percent (22 out of 28) of 
students who worked with the Com- 
Abrahamsen said she was 
disappointed with... The 
Student last year which 
conveyed the percentages... 
as misleading. 
mittee were admitted to allopathic pro¬ 
grams compared with thirteen percent 
(1 out of 8) students who applied with¬ 
out the committee’s help.” 
On that note, Abrahamsen also 
included that MSC is not just a com¬ 
mittee designed to enable students 
to get into medical schools, but also 
serves as an advising and counsel¬ 
ing service for all different kinds of 
health programs and for all different 
types of students. “We work with first 
years who want to study medicine,” 
she said. “At the same time ,we help 
seniors who forgot to take an Organic 
Chemistry class and tell them what 
they need to do,” she said. 
According to the MSC Information 
Report, the average GPA for Bates stu¬ 
dents/alumni matriculating to medical/ 
osteopathic schools for fall 2008 was 
3.67. The average MCAT scores were 
9.6 Verbal Reasoning, 9 3 Physical Sci¬ 
ences and 10.5 Biological Sciences. The 
national averages for matriculants for 
the three sections was 9 3, 9.7 and 10.1 
respectively. 
BCSG Secures 
Funds for Lost 
Valley Ski Passes 
DANIELA REICHELSTEIN 
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR 
As a new adminis¬ 
tration is inaugurated in 
D.C. this week, the Ex¬ 
ecutive Council of the 
Bates College Student 
Government (BCSG) 
departs, leaving four positions vacant. 
Nominations for president include Dan¬ 
iel Gimbel TO, Brianna Bakow TO and 
Katewatson Prins ’ll. For vice president 
of student committees, Ketevan Vashak- 
idze ’ll is the lone nominee as is Vantiel 
Duncan TO for vice president of student 
clubs. David Baily ’ll and Vitalie Dju- 
gostran ’ll are running for treasurer 
“[The BCSG’s] biggest thing right 
now is the election,” President Paul Suit- 
ter said. “To prepare for the election, e- 
mails were sent out to the student body 
to ask for nominations, and there will 
be posters during the election to en¬ 
courage people to vote.” 
Apart from promoting next Wednes¬ 
day’s forum for candidate speeches and 
the nomination process, the BCSG relies 
on “The Student, word of mouth and 
candidate campaigning” to advertise 
the election. “To be honest, there wasn’t 
much preparation because we’ve done 
this so much in the past,” said Meredith 
Greenberg ’ll, Parliamentarian and or¬ 
ganizer of the election. 
The BCSG’s agenda for the past 
week, aside from publicizing the elec¬ 
tion, entailed purchasing Lost Valley 
ski passes that allow the entire student 
body to ski the season gratis, an annual 
tradition. This year, however, obtain¬ 
ing the passes was more difficult than 
in previous years. “Our budget was not 
earmarked for ski passes this year, so 
the money got put in different places,” 
said Matej Kenda, Chair of the Repre¬ 
sentative Assembly. 
After funding for clubs drained a 
significant portion of their budget, stu¬ 
dent government representatives de¬ 
bated the amount of money they would 
allocate to the passes. “The BC$G felt 
that it could only reasonably contribute 
up to $5,000,” Suitter said. “However, I 
was willing to go back to the student 
government to ask for more money if it 
was necessary since this program is too 
important to lose.” The BCSG obtained 
the passes after the Athletics Depart¬ 
ment agreed to contribute an additional 
$1,500. 
With the advent of a brand new 
Executive Council, incumbent BCSG 
representatives reflected on the accom¬ 
plishments of the past term: “This year, 
Representative Danny Gimbel contin¬ 
ued the democratic tradition by pro¬ 
posing to make the treasurer position 
elected,” Greenberg said. “It’s important 
that the treasurer be elected since Bates 
is an egalitarian school.” 
Apart from further democratizing 
the student government, the BCSG also 
created BatesCentral, the student gov¬ 
ernment’s official website and online re¬ 
source for students. “Personally, I think 
that BatesCentral is the most important 
initiative we have worked on,” Kenda 
said. “The communication between stu¬ 
dents and their elected representatives 
is something that has always been a 
problem for student government and 
this is a step in the right direction.” 
Given the opportunity BatesCen¬ 
tral provides for better communication 
among students, BCSG members lament 
the site’s low traffic rate. “BatesCentral 
is being underused,” Kenda said. “For 
some reason, people haven’t been go¬ 
ing on it.” Several proposals were made 
for increasing student awareness of the 
site. “There’s always more possibility for 
publication,” said Greenberg. “Besides 
more e-mails and posters, people have 
proposed adding a ‘daily jolt’ to give the 
website an entertainment value.” 
( \ 
This Week in Bates History... 
ALEXANDRA KELLY 
STAFF WRITER 
1920 
The Outing Club announces plans for its first Winter Carnival, including a 
Bates-Bowdoin hockey game, ice baseball on Lake Andrews, ski and snow- 
shoe races and a moving picture presentation of “Freckles,” which replaced the 
costume party on the lake. Afterwards, a Bates Student writer predicted, "... 
as the Outing Club grows, the Annual Carnival will loom up as an occurrence 
second to none.” 
1922 
The Outing Club arranged “a real dance in Chase Hall—the first real dance 
in the history of our Alma Mater” for the Carnival Hop. Though the dance was 
informal, “in line with the democratic tradition of Bates,” students were assured 
that “the best orchestra obtainable” would furnish the music. 
1949 
“A rather unique sidelight” of Winter Carnival weekend was the Lollipop 
Race, a three-legged race up Mount David open to couples. The prize was two 
huge lollipops, one red and one green, at the top of the mountain. 
m 
■ 
Fall Student Conduct Committee 
Case Summaries 
Charge: A student was charged 
with unacceptable social behavior 
by virtue of assaulting another stu¬ 
dent on September 6, 2008. 
Date: Oct. 13, 2008 
Outcome: A Disposition by Agree¬ 
ment was accepted by the co-chairs of 
the Student Conduct Committee. The 
elements of the agreement stipulate 
that the student was suspended effec¬ 
tive Short Term 2009, eligible to return 
no sooner than May 25, 2009, to par¬ 
ticipate in Commencement related ac¬ 
tivities. Furthermore, the student is not 
allowed on the Bates campus during 
his/her suspension period unless he/ 
she has special permission from the 
Dean of Students Office. The disposi¬ 
tion agreement was amended to read 
that the student is on probation for the 
remainder of his/her academic career 
at Bates College. In addition, the stu¬ 
dent is prohibited from participating 
in: any Senior Week activities with the 
exception of Commencement. 
Charge: A student was charged 
with unacceptable social behavior 
by virtue of setting a fire on cam¬ 
pus on May 22, 2008. 
Date: Oct. 27. 2008 
Outcome: A Disposition by Agree¬ 
ment was accepted by the co-chairs of 
the Student Conduct Committee. The 
elements of the agreement stipulate 
that the student was suspended for one 
semester effective immediately, eligible 
to return Winter 2009 semester with a 
one year suspension held in abeyance 
,if found guilty by the Student Conduct 
Committee of any future violations of 
disorderly conduct. Furthermore, the 
strident is not allowed on the Bates 
campus during his/her suspension pe¬ 
riod unless he/she has special permis¬ 
sion from the Dean of Students Office. 
Charge: A student was charged 
with unacceptable social behavior 
by virtue of disorderly conduct and 
physically assaulting another stu¬ 
dent on September 28, 2008. 
Date: Nov. 3, 2008 
Outcome: The student was found 
guilty of the charge. Tire student was 
1) Removed from any student leader¬ 
ship positions presently held and made 
ineligible for any further leadership 
positions; 2) Put on disciplinary proina- 
tion for the remainder of his/her Bates 
career with a one semester suspension 
held in abeyance if found guilty of any 
future acts of disorderly conduct, viola¬ 
tions of the College's Alcohol and Drug 
Policy or any violation of this sanction 
as determined by the Student Con¬ 
duct Committee; 3) Prohibited from 
any on campus “blue-slipped” social 
events, including Winter Carnival, the 
All-College Gala, Lick-It, or any CMC 
sponsored event. If the student has 
any questions about their ability to at¬ 
tend any particular event, they need to 
consult the Dean of Students Office; 4) 
Mandated alcohol counseling pursuant 
to the process outlined by the Dean of 
Students Office; 5) Revocation of off- 
campus housing privileges and an im¬ 
mediate return to a campus residence 
pending the availability of space; 6) 
Suspended for Short Term 2009, eli¬ 
gible to return to campus no sooner 
than May 31. 2009. During the time of 
the student’s suspension, the sntdent 
is not allowed on campus without first 
seeking permission from the Dean of 
Students Office. 
Appealed anti will be heard in Win 
ter 2009 semester. 
Charge: A student was charged 
with unacceptable social behavior 
by virtue of repeated incidents of 
dorm damage during the Fall 2008 
semester. 
Date; Dec. 8, 2008 
Outcome: The student was found 
guilty of the charge. The student was 
1) Put on disciplinary probation for 
the remainder of this academic year 
and through the 2009-2010 academic 
year with a one semester suspension 
held in abeyance to go into effect if 
found guilty by the Student Conduct 
Committee of arty future acts of social 
misconduct or violations of the Col¬ 
lege’s alcohol policy during this time; 
2) Required to attend next semester 12 
counseling sessions to assess the stu¬ 
dent’s relationship with alcohol; 3) Pay 
restitution for damage and other asso¬ 
ciated charges as assessed by the Dean 
of Students Office; 4) Pay community 
restitution as defined by the Dean of 
Students Office up to a maximum of 
20 hours; 5) Prohibited from participa¬ 
tion in the spring training trip with the 
athletic program and from participa¬ 
tion in the first three contests follow¬ 
ing the training trip. 
1961 
Senior history major Laurie Sunderland, elected Carnival Queen by the se¬ 
nior men, was presented with the keys to the city of Lewiston by Mayor Emile 
Jacques. Leading the entertainment at Winter Carnival was folk singer Joan 
Baez, then a 19-year-old Boston University co-ed. 
1971 
Rather than holding another of the traditional romantic weekends, com¬ 
plete with hayrides and a queen that had come to represent Winter Carnival, 
the Outing Club put on Winterval, aimed at as many people as possible, even 
singles. The Winterval Ball was formal, though semi-formal attire was deemed 
acceptable for those students without tuxedos. 
1977 
In one night, three students and a middle-aged resident of Frye Street 
called to report sightings of UFOs over Bates. The Security officer who took 
the calls later reported a sighting of his own. This was only the latest in re¬ 
ports of whirling blue ovals and bright yellow-orange flashes appearing over 
Lake Andrews. 
Bates 'ASitk- Student 
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to believe that lake Andrews was 
under surveillance by extra- 
terrestrial Intelligences. Indeed, 
this would be a most comforting 
explanation if it were not for the 
fact that there have been three 
other reports of a similar nature 
within the past Three months. 
The first official sighting 
known to The Student was re- 
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working in the boiler room. He 
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flame trailing behind it. The 
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The Bates Student from 31 years ago depicts what the UFO might have looked 
like if it had been caught on camera; unfortunately, it was not. 
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Wednesday, Jan. 21 
Winter Carnival 
Family Fun 
and Inflatables 
with Dessert 
4 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
Gray Cage 
Chinese Table 
5 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
New Commons 131 
Figure Drawing 
6:00 p.m. - 9a00 p.m. 
Olin Room 259 
Artists should bring drawing 
board and supplies. Easles 
provided.. Admission: $7 
(free for Bates Students) 
Panel Discussion: 
“Women’s Rights and Women’s 
Activism: An International 
Perspective” 
7:30 p.m. 
Edmund S. Muskie Archives 
Panelists include Dr. Debra Schultz, an his¬ 
torian and human rights consultant; Dr. Jael 
Silliman, an activist for women’s health and 
reproductive rights; and Shalom Odokara, 
executive director of Women in Need Indus¬ 
tries. Part of the Harward Center for Com¬ 
munity Partnerships’ Civic Forum series. 
“Teaching English in 
Malawi” 
A Presentation by 
Phillips Student 
Fellow Emily Treat TO 
7:30 p.m. 
Chase Hall Lounge 
Bates Democrats Meeting 
8 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
New Commons 221 
Want to advertise an 
event on this calendar? 
E-mail agoldst2@bates.edu with title, 
time, place and a brief description. 
Submissions are due the Sunday 
prior to publication by 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 22 
Japanese Language Table 
5 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
New Commons 116 
!: 
Village Club Series 
9 p.m. - 11 p.m. 
Mays Center 
Jason LeVasseur 
Friday, Jan. 23 
Men’s Basketball vs. Bowdoin 
7 p.m./ Alumni Gymnasium 
“U.S. Economy and the 
Economics of Libertarianism” 
by Jeffrey Miron 
7 p.m. 
Chase Hall Lounge 
Sponsored by the College 
Republicans 
Annual MLK, Jr. Day Read-In 
1:30 p.m. 
Martel Elementary School 
880 Lisbon Street 
Faculty, staff and members of the com¬ 
munity are encouraged to share a book 
with Martel Elementary School stu¬ 
dents in grades 4-6. Volunteers should 
call 908-642-2620 or e-mail Anne Fis¬ 
cher at afischer@bates.edu. 
Room to Love 
Worship 
12 p.m. -1 p.m. 
Chapel 
French Table 
5 p.m.- 7 p.m. 
New Commons 
Room 131 
Winter Carnival Karaoke 
and Refreshments 
11 p.m. - 1 a.m. 
Little Room 
Mount David Sledding 
and Skiing 
7 p.m. - 11 p.m 
Bring your own sleds.. BBQ and 
refreshments will be served. 
Secular Student 
Alliance 
8 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
Pettcngill 116 
Men’s and Women’s 
Skiing Events 
Nordic events at Black Mountain 
and Alpine events at Sunday River 
9:30 a.m. 
Winter Carnival 
Laser Tag 
6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
Gray Cage 
Women’s Basketball 
vs. Middlebury 
9 p.m. 
Alumni Gynasium 
Winter Carnival 
Puddle Jump 
3 p.m.- 5 p.m. 
Lake Andrews 
Winter Carnival 
Late Night Breakfst 
10 p.m. - 12 a.m. 
New Commons 
Shabbat with Hillel 
5:45 p.m./ Frye Street Union 
Freewill Folk Society Contradance 
8 p.m. - 12 p.m. 
Chase Hall Lounge 
Lecture Series: 
‘Somali Diaspora: A Journey Away” 
4 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
Olin 104 
Filmboard Presents W 
7 p.m. and 9 p.m. 
Pettigrew Room 301 
Concert with 
Jacob Rhodebeck and 
Shiau-uen Ding 
8 p.m. 
Olin Arts Center 
Raunchy Class 
Benefit Concert 
10 p.m. - 1 a.m. 
Mays Center 
Saturday, Jan. 24 
The Robinson Players Present: 
A Broadway Musical Review 
7 p.m. - 10 p.m. 
Benjamin Mays Center 
A musical review of your favorite 
broadway hits! 
Sunday, Jan. 23 
Monday, Jan. 26 
+ 
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No Doubt About “Doubt” 
Prospective Oscar-bound Film Lives up to the Hype 
'V**' HILLARY FINK 
STAFF WRITER 
Few movies received as 
much Oscar buzz this year 
as “Doubt,” and rightfully 
so. Starring some of today’s 
most respected actors and based on the 
critically acclaimed play of the same name, “Doubt” 
was destined to receive copious amounts of attention dur¬ 
ing awards season, Often, projected Oscar-winning 
movies are unable to live up to the hype, but not in 
this case. “Doubt” is a complicated and thought-pro¬ 
voking film that draws the audience in while posing 
difficult moral questions. 
Directed by John Patrick Shaniey, who origi¬ 
nally wrote and staged the play, Doubt is set at 
St. Nicholas, a Catholic elementary school in 
the Bronx in the early ’60s. St. Nicholas is 
run by Sister Aloysius, played by Meryl 
Streep, a righteous, unfeeling woman 
who seems to have no compassion 
for the students she teaches and 
disciplines. 
Her protege is Amy Ad¬ 
ams’s Sister James, an in¬ 
nocent and idealistic 
young teacher who is 
incredibly intimi¬ 
dated by her 
superior. 
“Doubt” 
recieved 
roaring reviews:” 
4 and 1/2 
out of 5 Bobcats 
In one memorable scene, an icy glare from Sis¬ 
ter Aloysius is enough to get Sister Janies to put a 
bad piece of meat that she had spit out back in her 
mouth. In the same scene, Sister Aloysius alerts all 
the nuns to be vigilant in watching the new priest Fa¬ 
ther Flynn, played by Phillip Seymour Hoffman. Father 
Flynn seems to genuinely care about the students, and 
he pays special attention to an altar boy named Don¬ 
ald Miller, who is having trouble as the school’s only 
black student. 
After witnessing some questionable interactions 
between Donald and Father Flynn, Sister James goes 
to Sister Aloysius. This information is enough for Sister 
Aloysius to start her crusade to get the priest removed 
from St. Nicolas. She is so convinced of his guilt and 
rtgrcf in her beiretfr that* she will therefore stop at noth¬ 
ing to get him to leave. 
One of Doubt’s most powerful scenes takes place 
between Sister Aloysius and the mother of Donald 
Miller, played by Viola Davis. Davis is not on screen 
for long, but she does incredible things with the screen 
time she is given. Watching two phenomenal actresses 
play two women who each believe they know what is 
best is powerful and changes the tone of the film. It 
becomes apparent that there is more to “doubt” than 
just whether Father Flynn is guilty. Davis’s character 
brings new layers to the moral dilemma Shaniey has 
created. 
The weakest part of this tour de force is in its di¬ 
rection. It becomes clear when watching “Doubt” that 
directing a play and a movie are very different. Shan- 
ley’s use of burnt out lightbulbs and swirling leaves as 
metaphors comes off as heavy-handed. The direction 
makes you curious to see how the s.tory could play out 
differently on stage. 
The audience receiv es few facts regarding the case, 
and this is what makes Doubt so interesting. Each view¬ 
er forms their own opinion early on. In an interview' 
with Entertainment Weekly, Amy Adams claimed that 
“More than any film I've ever done, people bring their 
own personal perspective and they are just not go¬ 
ing to move...they [claim] to ‘know that charac¬ 
ter.”’ But in this film is it truly impossible to 
know, and that is what makes Doubt such 
a fascinating film to discuss and analyze 
long after leaving the theater. 
Away from Home for the Holidays 
JESSIE SAWYER 
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
While many Batesies were home 
with their families for Christmas, my 
holidays with my family consisted of 
communicating through Skype and 
spending hours trying to figure out why 
my video was not working. 
“How’s the New Year?” my parents 
asked at 6:30 p.m. Eastern Time when 
I was already 30 minutes into 2009. 
While I would like to say that I had 
discovered H.G. Wells’ time machine 
and had spent the holidays traveling 
into the next millennium, eating fruit 
with the Eloi and battling Morlocks, 
I was actually in Spain, which was 
equally as fascinating. 
Funded by a $1400 Barlow grant 
from the Off-campus Study Office, I 
journeyed to Barcelona, Alicante and 
Granada to further study and observe 
the culture and the Spanish people as 
fodder for my creative writing thesis, a 
novella set in Spain. 
A New Englander through and 
through, I have always been used to a 
white Christmas, or at least the desire 
for a white Christmas when listening to 
Bing Crosby’s holiday album. In Con¬ 
necticut, even if there’s no snow, you 
still have to bundle up and the cold nip 
in the air awakens you into the Christ¬ 
mas spirit. 
Alicante, Spain, where I studied last 
spring, has hardly ever seen snow, aside 
from flurries one day twenty years ago. 
Along the Mediterranean, that is to be 
expected. Most families live in apart¬ 
ments instead of tall suburban houses, 
so the 10-foot Christmas tree that my 
family gets from a tree lot is unheard of, 
though 10-foot palm trees can be found 
lining the main roads. Some families 
buy four-foot artificial Christmas trees, 
but many do not have one at all. 
My family is not very religious, so 
we’ve always celebrated the festive 
side of the holidays. Our house is al¬ 
ways decked out in garland, stockings, 
wreaths and icicle lights on the roof. 
Sugar cookie and gingerbread aro¬ 
mas waft through the air, and I drink 
egg nog while watching Christmas 
specials, such as “Rudolph,” “Christ¬ 
mas Family Vacation,” “A Christmas 
Story” and “The Santa Claus.” Santa 
Claus still visits our house, filling a 
two-foot-long stocking with gifts, 
even though my youngest sibling is 
a junior in high school. I also have 
no problem with blasting Christmas 
carols come Thanksgiving. 
JESSIE SAWYER/THE BATES STUDENT 
During the holiday season, Christmas lights adorn El Corte Ingles, a high-end 
department chain located in Alicante, Spain. Spaniards stroll through the center 
of the city, enjoying the decorations and shopping for gifts. The popular chain 
has everything from a grocery store to four floors of clothing. 
Santa, or Papa Noel, also comes to 
Spain. I even found roasted chestnuts 
at a stand on the side of the road in 
Alicante. The holidays bring people and 
families together, just like in the United 
States. Christmas Eve is called Noche 
Buena, or Good Night. 
I spent Christmas with Argentine 
friends. After a big dinner of meat, en- 
saladilla rusa and oranges carved in the 
shape of flowers, we opened gifts. We 
did the Spanish version of Secret Santa, 
which is called Amigos Invisibles, or 
Invisible Friends. Each person received 
a gag gift accompanied by an original 
poem that our amigo invisible wrote: 
Each family has their own traditions, 
so my Argentine Christmas was not nec¬ 
essarily typical of Spain. However, No¬ 
che Vieja, or New Year’s Eve, is decked 
with Spanish rituals. Everyone wears 
red for good luck. While there was no 
Dick Clark to lead us into the New Year, 
Spaniards do turn on their televisions to 
watch the final countdown. 
For the final moments of the year, 
Spaniards eat 12 grapes, one per bell 
toll. Since I was celebrating with Ar¬ 
gentine, Dutch and Columbian people, 
none of us actually knew when to start. 
I jumped the gun and ended up eating 
18 grapes. By the last toll, my cheeks 
were puffed out, filled with grape peels 
and seeds. Spaniards toast with cava, a 
sparkling wine from Barcelona. As we 
Not Your Tipico Chimichanga 
Mexico Tipico: Three out of Five Bobcats 
LAURA BAUGHMAN 
RESTAURANT CRITIC 
Tired of always getting your chimichangas from Margarita’s? I sure am, so 
I was psyched when I saw that a Mexican restaurant had just set up shop in 
Lewiston at 838 Lisbon Street. Open 11 a.m. to 10 p.m., Mexico Tipico is one of 
several restaurants owned by the Moreno family, who come from a small town 
near Guadalajara, Mexico. Their new restaurant boasts a menu that is mind- 
blowingly packed with authentic Mexican dishes. Menu items range from the 
typical taco and enchilada fare to less common dishes like Albondingas soup, 
made with fresh minted pork meatballs and seasonal vegetables. 
With its paper napkins and big screen TVs, Mexico Tipico is a casual restau¬ 
rant and patrons are instructed to seat themselves among its numerous tables 
and booths. I was delighted by the free tortilla chips, salsa and bean dip that 
promptly arrived at my table. Mexico Tipico’s salsa was mild, but had a unique 
zing and a refreshing hint of cilantro, and the bean dip was equally delicious. 
The only thing this complementary appetizer left me longing for was house- 
made tortilla chips. 
Unfortunately, Mexico Tipico’s entrees proved to be more “hit or miss.” The 
Laredo Quesadilla, a combination of marinated vegetables and Monteray Jack 
cheese sandwiched between two flour tortillas, was so soggy that I wondered if 
it had been re-heated via microwave and was rendered almost inedible because 
of its intense saltiness. Too much salt proved to be a problem in the polio a la 
parilla ensalada as well, whose delicious slices of avocado and grilled chicken 
were overshadowed by a layer of unbelievably salty black beans. Conversely, 
the chicken chimichanga was in dire need of some extra seasoning. Despite 
huge dollops of sour cream and guacamole, the fried roll of meat and cheese 
was tasteless and soggy. 
Although some of the restaurant’s dishes were disasters, others were veri¬ 
table culinary works of art. La tortilla soup was a huge portion of rich broth, 
tender chicken, tortilla strips, veggies and avocado. The generously portioned 
chicken fajitas arrived at the table sizzling, tender and incredibly delicious. The 
came asada was outstanding, boasting a huge portion of marinated, grilled 
steak that was perfectly complemented by refried beans, slightly sweet rice and 
guacamole. The mole California, chicken with sweet and spicy peanut butter- 
chocolate sauce, was surprisingly scrumptious, its unusual sauce providing an 
intensely satisfying balance of savory and sweet. 
Mexico Tipico is a new restaurant, and it shows. The staff still appears to 
be in the training stage because the service was truly terrible. Servers were not 
only clueless about many items on the menu, but also lacked basic skills such as 
keeping on top of water refills, clearing dishes when necessary and getting food 
to the table before it gets cold. However, I predict that many of these service 
issues will be remedied as the servers gain experience in the coming months. 
Mexico Tipico’s specialties are more authentic Mexican dishes. If you ven¬ 
ture to this new eatery, stay away from the typical fried Taco Bell fare and take 
a risk with something you’ve never tried before. 
Overheard at 
Bates 
A: 
toasted and gave each other one kiss 
on each Spain, our chipmunk cheeks 
collided. 
The Spanish holiday season closes 
on Jan. 6 with El Dia de los Reyes, or 
Three Kings Day. The concept of Santa 
is resurrected in the form of the Reyes 
Magos. Children put their shoes next to 
the window the night before and leave 
out milk and biscuits for the three kings 
and water for their camels. The next 
morning, their shoes are filled with gifts 
from the three kings. 
That day, families enjoy roscon de 
los reyes, a sugar-frosted fruit cake 
in the shape of a thick ring. Whoever 
finds the prize inside, which is typically 
a doll or coin, is said to have good luck 
for the year. 
While wbrkers and children enjoy their 
holiday vacation, the students in the Span¬ 
ish Universities are still hard at work, study¬ 
ing for exams which begin on Jan. 7. 
Like post-Thanksgiving’s Black Friday, 
Jan. 7 marks Rebajas, sales season, which 
runs until late February. Stores nation¬ 
wide discount as much as 70 percent. 
Although I did not have a white 
Christmas season, the awakening to 
new traditions made up for it. Purchas¬ 
ing an “Elf” soundtrack and running it 
on repeat, I was still able to hold on 
to some of the American Christmas 
and share it with friends, who were 
particularly fond of “the Jingle Bells.” 
Hi 
At least she realized it eventually... 
Drunk girl talking on phone outside holiday party: I dunno, 
like, it crept up on me how much I like people at Bates! 
Submitted anonymously 
The battle against the hippies continues... 
Boy unwilling to try natural granola. That’s disgusting. I like Chewy 
Bars. They are granola stuck together with good tasting shit. 
Hippie Girl trying to persuade him: Mmm.. .this is some dank 
ass granola. Are you sure? 
When the Napkin Board becomes a dating service... 
Written on a napkin: Julia Merriman, will you go ice skating 
with me? 
Submitted by Tyler Mosher 
Puppy love 
Girl to chubby puppy: Its okay puppy, some boys like short, 
stout girls too. 
Sunday River 
Locd Hovk Listings 
Flagship Cinemas - Lewiston 
855 Lisbon Street, Lewiston, ME 
(207) 777-5010 
Bedtime Stories: 1:15 4:10 7:00 
9:10 p.m. 
Bride Wars: 1:25 4:15 7:15 
9:25 p.m. 
Defiance: 12:55 3:50 6:50 
9:40 p.m. 
Gran Torino: 1:10 4:00 6:55 
9:30 p.m. 
Hotel for Dogs: 1:05 4:05 7:05 
9:20 p.m. 
Marley & Me: 12:50 3:55 p.m. 
My Bloody Valentine: 1:35 4:30 
7:30 9:45 p.m. 
Paul Blart: Mall Cop: 1:20 4:20 
7:20 9:35 p.m. 
Seven Pounds: 9:50 p.m. 
The Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button: 3:15 6:40 p.m. 
The Tale of Despereaux: 
12:45 p.m. 
The Unborn: 7:10 9:05 p.m. 
Twilight: 9:15 p.m. 
Valkyrie: 1:00 6:45 p.m. 
Yes Man: 4:25 p.m. 
e 
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A New Day for 
Newman Day? 
JESSIE SAWYER 
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
Late Hollywood star Paul Newman said in 
“Cool Hand Luke,” “Twenty-four beers in a case, 
24 hours in a day. Coincidence, I think not.” 
However, this was a mantra and a practice he 
did not want honoring his name. 
In 1987, Newman wrote a letter to former 
Bates College President T. Hedley Reynolds, 
appalled to find that Bates students were get¬ 
ting drunk in his honor, drinking 24 beers in 
24 hours. He requested a stop to Newman Day 
as it is currently celebrated and wrote that he 
was surprised that a day named after him was 
used “as an excuse for drunkenness, disregard 
for property, disrespect for people, and deeds of 
questionable character.” 
Newman found out about the Bates tradition 
from Laurette Cousineau ’86, now Laurette Carle, 
who wrote to him in disgust about the drunken 
debauchery that was taking place annually on 
Newman Day. Copying her to the letter to Reyn¬ 
olds, Newman suggested that the College find a 
more honorable means, perhaps sporting events, 
to celebrate Newman Day. 
Bates founded Newman Day, which is com¬ 
ing up this Friday, Jan. 23, only three days be¬ 
fore his birthday. In the mid-1970s, some Bate- 
sies were watching an interview with Newman 
on the Johnny Carson show. Carson asked New¬ 
man what he liked to do on his birthday and 
Newman said he drinks a case of beer. The idea 
was appealing to the students, and so Newman 
Day began. 
Formerly in March, Newman Day is now on 
the Friday of Winter Carnival, and more specifi¬ 
cally on the day of the Puddle Jump. 
Princeton also does Newman Day, and Ho¬ 
bart College held Newman Day in the ’90s. 
In the ’80s, Bates students debated over the 
event in The Student. Some complained of its 
harmful impact on the community, while others 
felt the drinking tradition should be upheld as a 
means to defend their personal freedom. 
In 1988, the Representative Assembly at 
Bates discussed Newman’s request to reinvent 
Newman Day. The Student reported that the RA 
“agreed with the administration that students... 
should be trusted to handle the day.” 
Although the Bates deans have made at¬ 
tempts over the years to quash Newman Day 
drinking, the tradition has lived. It is unknown 
whether Reynolds wrote back to Newman in re¬ 
sponse to his letter. 
Dean James Reese said that today’s Newman 
Day is tamer than the earliest Newman Days 
because the students are able to keep it under 
control. He asks students to uphold this respect 
by not being disruptive in class or the dining 
hall. The deans are not making an active effort 
to terminate Newman Day as long as students 
maintain this control. 
Now, nearly three decades later, some stu¬ 
dents are pushing to end the drinking ritual 
on Newman Day and find alternate activities 
to celebrate the actor, to respect his death this 
past year. 
See the Forum section for a reprinting of Paul 
Newman’s original letter to President Reynolds. 
THE BATES STUDENT, TUESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2009__ 
Inauguration and Winter Carnival Edition Crossword 
Across: 
4. “Yes we can!” man 
6. Finals week study break 
8. Invisible killer on the quad 
9. Maine’s most dreaded season 
10. The star of this weekend’s Filmboard movie 
11. Bates alum and 1972 presidential candidate 
13. All-night party spot 
14. A popular major 
15. Auburn place for a pint 
19. No-pants dance 
21. “You betcha she’s a Maverick!” 
23. Elaine Tuttle Hansen, in brief 
24. Unofficial drink of VCS 
25. A Bobcat’s nemesis 
26. Years spent here (usually) 
27. He can too 
Down: 
1. Captain of the Straight Talk Express 
2. Yesterday’s honoree 
3. Frye St. radio station 
5. A Bobcat’s nemesis 
7. Inspiration for M. Night Shyamalan 
12. January 20 event 
13. Don’t need your rain boots for this one! 
16. Winter sport and food 
17. Full-contact sport during audition week 
18. Mardi Gras, for example 
20. This year’s senior class 
22. A reason to stay in school 
Capturing Change 
A Look at the Impact of Photography in Art and the Media 
LeVasseur to 
Perform During 
Winter Carnival 
ELIZABETH ROWLEY 
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
“A picture is worth a thousand 
words” is a mantra that holds particu¬ 
lar truth in the world of media. For 
decades, the press and other orga¬ 
nizations whose aim is change have 
used the power of photography as a 
broadcasting tool. However, in an in¬ 
creasingly digitalized world it seems 
the art of photography is often under- 
appreciated. 
In the coming days, we will no 
doubt witness a deluge of multime¬ 
dia coverage of the inauguration of 
President Barack Obama. In the wake 
of arguably one of the most inspir¬ 
ing and influential events of our time, 
it seems fitting to revisit the history 
of photography as an art form. In so 
doing, we can receive the images we 
perceive in the media today with re¬ 
newed appreciation for their power 
to publicize history in the making but 
also for their inherent qualities of ar¬ 
tistic expression. 
When Giovanni Battista della Porta, 
an Italian scholar during the Scientific 
Revolution and Reformation, popular¬ 
ized the camera obscura though his 
book “Magiae Naturalis,” one question 
remained a point of contention and 
was fiercely debated and defended by 
scientist and artists alike: was photog¬ 
raphy exclusively a scientific entity or 
could it be considered fine art? 
Similar to public reactions at the 
dawn of Impressionistic painting, the 
introduction of photography as a fine 
art was met with cynicism. From the 
time of its creation, photography was 
primarily used as a form of documenta¬ 
tion. Therefore, the earliest photogra¬ 
phers forged an artistic crusade, forc¬ 
ing society to reconsider traditional 
notions of art and forever changing 
perceptions of the photograph. 
At the dawn of the 20th century 
until the beginning of World War II, a 
society of bohemian artists in France 
fueled this artistic revolution. The 
Montparnasse quarter in Paris was an 
epicenter of artistic creation and was 
home to influential photographers, 
painters, musicians and writers alike. 
“Starving artists” perfectly de¬ 
scribes the conditions most inhabitants 
endured, many working in heatless 
studios or foregoing electricity. 
Gyula Halasz was a Hungarian 
photographer and a member of this 
artistic community during the 1920s. 
He rose to fame under the pseudonym 
Brassa'i, his birthplace, since Parisians 
struggled over the pronunciation of 
his name. Brassa'i is credited as the fist 
photographer to capture Paris by night. 
His goal was to channel the nocturnal 
influences of Paris, focusing mainly on 
empty parks, nightlife and lovers. 
Brassa'i wandered the streets of Paris, 
sometimes all night, and is said to have 
measured the length of his exposures in 
terms of cigarettes. He would look at a 
particular scene he wanted to shoot and 
say to himself, “this shot will take one 
premium cigarette and two cheap ones.” 
Another hugely influential photog¬ 
rapher was Man Ray, born Emmanuel 
Radnitzky. Man Ray and his contempo¬ 
raries experimented with unexpected 
angles, multiple exposures and optical 
distortion, sparking a surrealist photog¬ 
raphy movement. 
In 1925, Man Ray was featured in 
the first surrealist exhibition at the Gal- 
erie Pierre alongside such other influ¬ 
ential photographers as Jean Arp, Max 
Ernst, Andre Masson, Joah Miro and 
Pablo Picasso. 
Man Ray is known to have had had 
an affair with another revolutionary 
photographer of the 20th century, Lee 
Miller, after taking her on as an assis¬ 
tant at his studio in Paris. 
Lee Miller began her career as a 
model for Vogue. Her beauty was her 
power and she used it as a networking 
tool, modeling for other artists of her 
day. After establishing herself as a sur- 
COURTESY OF WWW.MANRAYTRUST.COM 
In 1924, Man Ray photographed “Le 
Violon d’lngres,” depicting a woman 
with cello f-holes painted on her back. 
realist photographer, she began a ca¬ 
reer in photojournalism at the outbreak 
of World War II. 
As the official war correspondent 
for Vogue, she worked closely with 
David E. Scherman, a correspondent 
for Life Magazine at the time. Their 
collaboration on a picture Scherman 
took of Miller in the bathtub of Adolf 
Hitler’s house remains one of the most 
powerful examples of the duality of 
photography: its capacity to exist as 
both documentation and powerful ar¬ 
tistic expression. 
The evolution of photography 
remains as relevant today as ever be¬ 
fore. Finding ourselves in the midst 
of war with high hopes for a newly 
elected president, the media is re¬ 
sponsible for painting a picture of 
the present. The images we see are 
revolutionary and inspiring and em¬ 
phasize not only the power of art tb 
captivate, but also its ability to foster 
and inspire changes in perspective. 
■glPHr CHARLIE THAXTON 
STAFF WRITER ■ 
Jason LeVasseur, a folk-rock solo — 
guitarist and the second guest artist on 
the 2009 Village Club Series program, s 
will perform at the Benjamin Mays Cen¬ 
ter on Thursday, Jan. 22 at 9 p m. Le- ■ 
Vasseur is in the early weeks of a tour 
across the country and is scheduled 
to play at colleges and other venues. 
A worldly individual, LeVasseur spent 
his childhood in Belgium and Mexico 
before returning to the United States 
for college. After living in Nashville, 
Tennessee for some time, LeVasseur 
has collected and compiled the varied 
music of the world into the neatly con¬ 
tained folk-rock canon. 
LeVasseur will undoubtedly garner 
some Dave Matthews or John Mayer 
comparisons, artists with whom he has 
shared the stage. With several releases 
from 2001 onward, the singer is now 
touring to promote his latest release, 
which is a live record. LeVassuer is best 
characterized by his rough, measured 
voice and his skillful acoustic backing. 
His lyrics are largely anecdotal, describ¬ 
ing scenes and situations but imbuing 
them with a sometimes melancholy 
delivery, recalling stories past. Indeed, 
LeVassuer appears to be approachable 
and friendly on stage, sharing jokes and 
stories with his audience. He earned 
several awards in 2008 from campus or¬ 
ganizations and has become a presence 
on the circuit. 
Jason LeVasseur will be performing 
solo, reaping the attention his personal 
and confessional lyrics deserve. How¬ 
ever, in the studio, LeVasseur is ac¬ 
companied by a band with whom he 
creates a more bombastic and straight¬ 
forward pop rock sound. LeVassuer is 
sure to benefit from the more intimate 
ambiance in the Mays Center. Interested 
students can listen to LeVasseur on his 
myspace, http://www.myspace.com/ja- 
sonlevasseur. 
COURTESY OFWWW.TIME.COM 
President Barack Obama awaiting the start of a town meeting in Muscatine, Iowa 
at the Muscatine Center for Social Change during his campaign. 
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No Doubt About “Doubt” 
Prospective Oscar-bound Film Lives up to the Hype 
HILLARY FINK 
STAFF WRITER 
Few movies received as 
much Oscar buzz this year 
as “Doubt," and rightfully 
■ so. Starring some of today’s 
most respected actors and based on the 
critically acclaimed play of the same name, "Doubt” 
was destined to receive copious amounts of attention dur¬ 
ing awards season. Often, projected Oscar-winning 
movies are unable to live up to the hype, but not in 
this case. “Doubt" is a complicated and thought-pro¬ 
voking film that draws the audience in while posing 
difficult moral questions. 
Directed by John Patrick Shaniey, who origi¬ 
nally wrote and staged the play, Doubt is set at 
St. Nicholas, a Catholic elementary school in 
the Bronx in the early ‘60s. St. Nicholas is 
run by Sister Aloysius, played by Meryl 
Streep, a righteous, unfeeling woman 
who seems to have no compassion 
for the students she teaches and 
disciplines. 
Her protege is Amy Ad¬ 
ams’s Sister James, an in¬ 
nocent and idealistic 
young teacher who is 
incredibly intimi¬ 
dated by her 
superior. 
“Doubt” 
recieved 
roaring reviews:'1 
4 and 1/2 
out of 5 Bobcats 
In one memorable Scene, an icy glare from Sis¬ 
ter Aloysius is enough to get Sister James to put a 
bad piece of meat that she had spit out back in her 
mouth. In the same scene, Sister Aloysius alerts all 
the nuns to be vigilant in watching the new priest Fa¬ 
ther Flynn, played by Phillip Seymour Hoffman. Father 
Flynn seems to genuinely care about the students, and 
he pays special attention to an altar boy named Don¬ 
ald Miller, who is having trouble as the school’s only 
black student. 
After witnessing some questionable interactions 
between Donald and Father Flynn, Sister James goes 
to Sister Aloysius. This information is enough for Sister 
Aloysius to start her: crusade to get the priest removed 
from St. Nicolas. She is so convinced of his guilt and 
rigid in her beiretfr that she will therefore stop at noth¬ 
ing to get him to leave. 
One of Doubt’s most powerful scenes takes place 
between Sister Aloysius and the mother of Donald 
Miller, played by Viola Davis. Davis is not on screen 
for long, but she does incredible things with the screen 
time she is given. Watching two phenomenal actresses 
play two women who each believe they know what is 
best is powerful and changes the tone of the film. It 
becomes apparent that there is more to “doubt” than 
just whether Father Flynn is guilty. Davis’s character 
brings new layers to the moral dilemma Shaniey has 
created. 
The weakest part of this tour de force is in its di¬ 
rection. It becomes clear when watching “Doubt’’ that 
directing a play and a movie are very different. Shan- 
ley’s use of burnt out lightbulbs and swirling leaves as 
metaphors comes off as heavy-handed. The direction 
makes you curious to see how the s.tory could play out 
differently on stage. 
The audience receives few facts regarding the case, 
and this is what makes Doubt so interesting. Each view¬ 
er forms their own opinion early on. In an interview 
with Entertainment Weekly, Amy Adams claimed that 
“More than any film I’ve ever done, people bring their 
own personal perspective and they are just not go¬ 
ing to move...they [claim] to ‘know that charac¬ 
ter.”’ But in this film is it truly impossible to 
know, and that is what makes Doubt such 
a fascinating film to discuss and analyze 
long after leaving the theater. 
Away from Home for the Holidays 
JESSIE SAWYER/THE BATES STUDENT 
During the holiday season, Christmas lights adorn El Corte Ingles, a high-end 
department chain located in Alicante, Spain. Spaniards stroll through the center 
of the city, enjoying the decorations and shopping for gifts. The popular chain 
has everything from a grocery store to four floors of clothing. 
JESSIE SAWYER 
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
While many Batesies were home 
with their families for Christmas, my 
holidays with my family consisted of 
communicating through Skype and 
spending hours trying to figure out why 
my video was not working. 
“How’s the New Year?” my parents 
asked at 6:30 p.m. Eastern Time when 
1 was already 30 minutes into 2009. 
While I would like to say that I had 
discovered H.G. Wells’ time machine 
and had spent the holidays traveling 
into the next millennium, eating fruit 
with the Eloi and battling Morlocks, 
I was actually in Spain, which was 
equally as fascinating. 
Funded by a $1400 Barlow grant 
from the Off-campus Study Office, I 
journeyed to Barcelona, Alicante and 
Granada to further study and observe 
the culture and the Spanish people as 
fodder for my creative writing thesis, a 
novella set in Spain. 
A New Englander through and 
through, I have always been used to a 
white Christmas, or at least the desire 
for a white Christmas when listening to 
Bing Crosby’s holiday album. In Con¬ 
necticut, even if there’s no snow, you 
still have to bundle up and the cold nip 
in the air awakens you into the Christ¬ 
mas spirit. 
Alicante, Spain, where I studied last 
spring, has hardly ever seen snow, aside 
from flurries one day twenty years ago. 
Along the Mediterranean, that is to be 
expected. Most families live in apart¬ 
ments instead of tall suburban houses, 
so the 10-foot Christmas tree that my 
family gets from a tree lot is unheard of, 
though 10-foot palm trees can be found 
lining the main roads. Some families 
buy four-foot artificial Christmas trees, 
but many do not have one at all. 
My family is not very religious, so 
we’ve always celebrated the festive 
side of the holidays. Our house is al¬ 
ways decked out in garland, stockings, 
wreaths and icicle lights on the roof. 
Sugar cookie and gingerbread aro¬ 
mas waft through the air, and I drink 
egg nog while watching Christmas 
specials, such as “Rudolph,” “Christ¬ 
mas Family Vacation,” “A Christmas 
Story” and “The Santa Claus.” Santa 
Claus still visits our house, filling a 
two-foot-long stocking with gifts, 
even though my youngest sibling is 
a junior in high school. I also have 
no problem with blasting Christmas 
carols come Thanksgiving. 
Santa, or Papa Noel, also comes to 
Spain. I even found roasted chestnuts 
at a stand on the side of the road in 
Alicante. The holidays bring people and 
families together, just like in the United 
States. Christmas Eve is called Noche 
Buena, or Good Night. 
I spent Christmas with Argentine 
friends. After a big dinner of meat, en- 
saladilla rusa and oranges carved in the 
shape of flowers, we opened gifts. We 
did the Spanish version of Secret Santa, 
which is called Amigos Invisibles, or 
Invisible Friends. Each person received 
a gag gift accompanied by an original 
poem that our amigo invisible wrote: 
Each family has their own traditions, 
so my Argentine Christmas was not nec¬ 
essarily typical of Spain. However, No¬ 
che Vieja, or New Year’s Eve, is decked 
with Spanish rituals. Everyone wears 
red for good luck. While there was no 
Dick Clark to lead us into the New Year, 
Spaniards do turn on their televisions to 
watch the final countdown. 
For the final moments of the year, 
Spaniards eat 12 grapes, one per bell 
toll. Since I was celebrating with Ar¬ 
gentine, Dutch and Columbian people, 
none of us actually knew when to start. 
I jumped the gun and ended up eating 
18 grapes. By the last toll, my cheeks 
were puffed out, filled with grape peels 
and seeds. Spaniards toast with cava, a 
sparkling wine from Barcelona. As we 
toasted and gave each other one kiss 
on each Spain, our chipmunk cheeks 
collided. 
The Spanish holiday season closes 
on Jan. 6 with El Dia de los Reyes, or 
Three Kings Day. The concept of Santa 
is resurrected in the form of the Reyes 
Magos. Children put their shoes next to 
the window the night before and leave 
out milk and biscuits for the three kings 
and water for their camels. The next 
morning, their shoes are filled with gifts 
from the three kings. 
That day, families enjoy roscon de 
los reyes, a sugar-frosted fruit cake 
in the shape of a thick ring. Whoever 
finds the prize inside, which is typically 
a doll or coin, is said to have good luck 
for the year. 
While wbrkers and children enjoy their 
holiday vacation, the students in the Span¬ 
ish Universities are still hard at work, study¬ 
ing for exams which begin on Jan. 7. 
Like post-Thanksgiving’s Black Friday, 
Jan. 7 marks Rebajas, sales season, which 
runs until late February. Stores nation¬ 
wide discount as much as 70 percent. 
Although I did not have a white 
Christmas season, the awakening to 
new traditions made up for it. Purchas¬ 
ing an “Elf” soundtrack and running it 
on repeat, I was still able to hold on 
to some of the American Christmas 
and share it with friends, who were 
particularly fond of “the Jingle Bells.” 
Not Your Tipico Chimichanga 
Mexico Tipico: Three out of Five Bobcats 
LAURA BAUGHMAN 
RESTAURANT CRITIC 
Tired of always getting your chimichangas from Margarita’s? I sure am, so 
I was psyched when I saw that a Mexican restaurant had just set up shop in 
Lewiston at 838 Lisbon Street. Open 11 a.m. to 10 p.m., Mexico Tipico is one of 
several restaurants owned by the Moreno family, who come from a small town 
near Guadalajara, Mexico. Their new restaurant boasts a menu that is mind- 
blowingly packed with authentic Mexican dishes. Menu items range from the 
typical taco and enchilada fare to less common dishes like Aibondingas soup, 
made with fresh minted pork meatballs and seasonal vegetables. 
With its paper napkins and big screen TVs, Mexico Tipico is a casual restau¬ 
rant and patrons are instructed to seat themselves among its numerous tables 
and booths. 1 was delighted by the free tortilla chips, salsa and bean dip that 
promptly arrived at my table. Mexico Tipico’s salsa was mild, but had a unique 
zing and a refreshing hint of cilantro, and the bean dip was equally delicious. 
The only thing this complementary appetizer left me longing for was house- 
made tortilla chips. 
Unfortunately, Mexico Tipico’s entrees proved to be more “hit or miss.” The 
Laredo Quesadilla, a combination of marinated vegetables and Monteray Jack 
cheese sandwiched between two flour tortillas, was so soggy that I wondered if 
it had been re-heated via microwave and was rendered almost inedible because 
of its intense saltiness. Too much salt proved to be a problem in the polio a la 
parilla ensalada as well, whose delicious slices of avocado and grilled chicken 
were overshadowed by a layer of unbelievably salty black beans. Conversely, 
the chicken chimichanga was in dire need of some extra seasoning. Despite 
huge dollops of sour cream and guacamole, the fried roll of meat and cheese 
was tasteless and soggy. 
Although some of the restaurant’s dishes were disasters, others were veri¬ 
table culinary works of art. La tortilla soup was a huge portion of rich broth, 
tender chicken, tortilla strips, veggies and avocado. The generously portioned 
chicken fajitas arrived at the table sizzling, tender and incredibly delicious. The 
came asada was outstanding, boasting a huge portion of marinated, grilled 
steak that was perfectly complemented by refried beans, slightly sweet rice and 
guacamole. The mole California, chicken with sweet and spicy peanut butter- 
chocolate sauce, was surprisingly scrumptious, its unusual sauce providing an 
intensely satisfying balance of savory and sweet. 
Mexico Tipico is a new restaurant, and it shows. The staff still appears to 
be in the training stage because the service was truly terrible. Servers were not 
only clueless about many items on the menu, but also lacked basic skills such as 
keeping on top of water refills, clearing dishes when necessary and getting food 
to the table before it gets cold. However, I predict that many of these service 
issues will be remedied as the servers gain experience in the coming months. 
Mexico Tipico’s specialties are more authentic Mexican dishes. If you ven¬ 
ture to this new eatery, stay away from the typical fried Taco Bell fare and take 
a risk with something you’ve never tried before. 
Overheard at 
Bates 
At least she realized it eventually... 
Drunk girl talking on phone outside holiday party: I dunno, 
like, it crept up on me how much I like people at Bates! 
Submitted anonymously 
The battle against the hippies continues... 
Boy unwilling to try natural granola: That’s disgusting. I like Chewy 
Bars. They are granola stuck together with good tasting shit. 
Hippie Girl trying to persuade him: Mmm.. .this is some dank 
ass granola. Are you sure? 
When the Napkin Board becomes a dating service... 
Written on a napkin: Julia Merriman, will you go ice skating 
with me? 
Submitted by Tyler Mosher 
Puppy love 
Girl to chubby puppy: Its okay puppy, some boys like short, 
stout girls too. 
Sunday River 
Local Kofis Listings 
Flagship Cinemas - Lewiston 
855 Lisbon Street, Lewiston, ME 
(207) 777-5010 
Bedtime Stories: 1:15 4:10 7:00 
9:10 p.m. 
Bride Wars: 1:25 4:15 7:15 
9:25 p.m. 
Defiance: 12:55 3:50 6:50 
9:40 p.m. 
Gran Torino: 1:10 4:00 6:55 
9:30 p.m. 
Hotel for Dogs: 1:05 4:05 7:05 
9:20 p.m. 
Marley & Me: 12:50 3:55 p.m. 
My Bloody Valentine: 1:35 4:30 
7:30 9:45 p.m. 
Paul Blart: Mall Cop: 1:20 4:20 
7:20 9:35 p.m. 
Seven Pounds: 9:50 p.m. 
The Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button: 3:15 6:40 p.m. 
The Tale of Despereaux: 
12:45 p.m. 
The Unborn: 7:10 9:05 p.m. 
Twilight: 9:15 p.m. 
Valkyrie: 1:00 6:45 p.m. 
Yes Man: 4:25 p.m. 
e h 
9 
A New Day for 
Newman Day? 
JESSIE SAWYER 
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
Late Hollywood star Paul Newman said in 
“Cool Hand Luke,” “Twenty-four beers in a case, 
24 hours in a day. Coincidence, I think not.” 
However, this was a mantra and a practice he 
did not want honoring his name. 
In 1987, Newman wrote a letter to former 
Bates College President T. Hedley Reynolds, 
appalled to find that Bates students were get¬ 
ting drunk in his honor, drinking 24 beers in 
24 hours. He requested a stop to Newman Day 
as it is currently celebrated and wrote that he 
was surprised that a day named after him was 
used “as an excuse for drunkenness, disregard 
for property, disrespect for people, and deeds of 
questionable character.” 
Newman found out about the Bates tradition 
from Laurette Cousineau ’86, now Laurette Carle, 
who wrote to him in disgust about the drunken 
debauchery that was taking place annually on 
Newman Day. Copying her to the letter to Reyn¬ 
olds, Newman suggested that the College find a 
more honorable means, perhaps sporting events, 
to celebrate Newman Day. 
Bates founded Newman Day, which is com¬ 
ing up this Friday, Jan. 23, only three days be¬ 
fore his birthday. In the mid-1970s, some Bate- 
sies were watching an interview with Newman 
on the Johnny Carson show. Carson asked New¬ 
man what he liked to do on his birthday and 
Newman said he drinks a case of beer. The idea 
was appealing to the students, and so Newman 
Day began. 
Formerly in March, Newman Day is now on 
the Friday of Winter Carnival, and more specifi¬ 
cally on the day of the Puddle Jump. 
Princeton also does Newman Day, and Ho¬ 
bart College held Newman Day in the ’90s. 
In the ’80s, Bates students debated over the 
event in The Student. Some complained of its 
harmful impact on the community, while others 
felt the drinking tradition should be upheld as a 
means to defend their personal freedom. 
In 1988, the Representative Assembly at 
Bates discussed Newman’s request to reinvent 
Newman Day. The Student reported that the RA 
“agreed with the administration that students... 
should be trusted to handle the day.” 
Although the Bates deans have made at¬ 
tempts over the years to quash Newman Day 
drinking, the tradition has lived. It is unknown 
whether Reynolds wrote back to Newman in re¬ 
sponse to his letter. 
Dean James Reese said that today’s Newman 
Day is tamer than the earliest Newman Days 
because the students are able to keep it under 
control. He asks students to uphold this respect 
by not being disruptive in class or the dining 
hall. The deans are not making an active effort 
to terminate Newman Day as long as students 
maintain this control. 
Now, nearly three decades later, some stu¬ 
dents are pushing to end the drinking ritual 
on Newman Day and find alternate activities 
to celebrate the actor, to respect his death this 
past year. 
See the Forum section for a reprinting of Paul 
Newman’s original letter to President Reynolds. 
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Inauguration and Winter Carnival Edition Crossword 
Across: 
4. “Yes we can!” man 
6. Finals week study break 
8. Invisible killer on the quad 
9. Maine’s most dreaded season 
10. The star of this weekend’s Filmboard mQvie 
11. Bates alum and 1972 presidential candidate 
13. All-night party spot 
14. A popular major 
,15. Auburn place for a pint 
19. No-pants dance 
21. “You betcha she’s a Maverick!” 
23. Elaine Tuttle Hansen, in brief 
24. Unofficial drink of VCS 
25. A Bobcat’s nemesis 
26. Years spent here (usually) 
27. He can too 
Down: 
1. Captain of the Straight Talk Express 
2. Yesterday’s honoree 
3. Frye St. radio station 
5. A Bobcat’s nemesis 
7. Inspiration for M. Night Shyamalan 
12. January 20 event 
13. Don’t need your rain boots for this one! 
16. Winter sport and food 
17. Full-contact sport during audition week 
18. Mardi Gras, for example 
20. This year’s senior class 
22. A reason to stay in school 
Capturing Change 
A Look at the Impact of Photography in Art and the Media 
LeVasseur to 
Perform During 
Winter Carnival 
ELIZABETH ROWLEY 
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
“A picture is worth a thousand 
words” is a mantra that holds particu¬ 
lar truth in the world of media. For 
decades, the press and other orga¬ 
nizations whose aim is change have 
used the power of photography as a 
broadcasting tool. However, in an in¬ 
creasingly digitalized world it seems 
the art of photography is often under- 
appreciated. 
In the coming days, we will no 
doubt witness a deluge of multime¬ 
dia coverage of the inauguration of 
President Barack Obama. In the wake 
of arguably one of the most inspir¬ 
ing and influential events of our time, 
it seems fitting to revisit the history 
of photography as an art form. In so 
doing, we can receive the images we 
perceive in the media today with re¬ 
newed appreciation for their power 
to publicize history in the making but 
also for their inherent qualities of ar¬ 
tistic expression. 
When Giovanni Battista della Porta, 
an Italian scholar during the Scientific 
Revolution and Reformation, popular¬ 
ized the camera obscura though his 
book “Magiae Naturalis,” one question 
remained a point of contention and 
was fiercely debated and defended by 
scientist and artists alike: was photog¬ 
raphy exclusively a scientific entity or 
could it be considered fine art? 
Similar to public reactions at the 
dawn of Impressionistic painting, the 
introduction of photography as a fine 
art was met with cynicism. From the 
time of its creation, photography was 
primarily used as a form of documenta¬ 
tion. Therefore, the earliest photogra¬ 
phers forged an artistic crusade, forc¬ 
ing society to reconsider traditional 
notions of art and forever changing 
perceptions of the photograph. 
At the dawn of the 20th century 
until the beginning of World War II, a 
society of bohemian artists in France 
fueled this artistic revolution. The 
Montparnasse quarter in Paris was an 
epicenter of artistic creation and was 
home to influential photographers, 
painters, musicians and writers alike. 
“Starving artists” perfectly de¬ 
scribes the conditions most inhabitants 
endured, many working in heatless 
studios or foregoing electricity. 
Gyula Halasz was a Hungarian 
photographer and a member of this 
artistic community during the 1920s. 
He rose to fame under the pseudonym 
Brassa'f, his birthplace, since Parisians 
struggled over the pronunciation of 
his name. Brassa'i is credited as the fist 
photographer to capture Paris by night. 
His goal was to channel the nocturnal 
influences of Paris, focusing mainly on 
empty parks, nightlife and lovers. 
Brassa’i wandered the streets of Paris, 
sometimes all night, and is said to have 
measured the length of his exposures in 
terms of cigarettes. He would look at a 
particular scene he wanted to shoot and 
say to himself, “this shot will take one 
premium cigarette and two cheap ones.” 
Another hugely influential photog¬ 
rapher was Man Ray, born Emmanuel 
Radnitzky. Man Ray and his contempo¬ 
raries experimented with unexpected 
angles, multiple exposures and optical 
distortion, sparking a surrealist photog¬ 
raphy movement. 
In 1925, Man Ray was featured in 
the first surrealist exhibition at the Gal- 
erie Pierre alongside such other influ¬ 
ential photographers as Jean Arp, Max 
Ernst, Andre Masson, Joah Miro and 
Pablo Picasso. 
Man Ray is known to have had had 
an affair with another revolutionary 
photographer of the 20th century, Lee 
Miller, after taking her on as an assis¬ 
tant at his studio in Paris. 
Lee Miller began her career as a 
model for Vogue. Her beauty was her 
power and she used it as a networking 
tool, modeling for other artists of her 
day. After establishing herself as a sur- 
COURTESY OFWWW.MANRAYTRUST.COM 
In 1924, Man Ray photographed “Le 
Violon d’lngres,” depicting a woman 
with cello f-holes painted on her back. 
realist photographer, she began a ca¬ 
reer in photojournalism at the outbreak 
of World War II. 
As the official war correspondent 
for Vogue, she worked closely with 
David E. Scherman, a correspondent 
for Life Magazine at the time. Their 
collaboration on a picture Scherman 
took of Miller in the bathtub of Adolf 
Hitler’s house remains one of the most 
powerful examples of the duality of 
photography: its capacity to exist as 
both documentation and powerful ar¬ 
tistic expression. 
The evolution of photography 
remains as relevant today as ever be¬ 
fore. Finding ourselves in the midst 
of war with high hopes for a newly 
elected president, the media is re¬ 
sponsible for painting a picture of 
the present. The images we see are 
revolutionary and inspiring and em¬ 
phasize not only the power of art to 
captivate, but also its ability to foster 
and inspire changes in perspective. 
r 
»||^jp*CHARLIE THAXTON 
STAFF WRITER 
Jason LeVasseur, a folk-rock solo 
guitarist and the second guest artist on 
the 2009 Village Club Series program, 
will perform at the Benjamin Mays Cen¬ 
ter on Thursday, Jan. 22 at 9 p m. Le¬ 
Vasseur is in the early weeks of a tour 
across the country and is scheduled 
to play at colleges and other venues. 
A worldly individual, LeVasseur spent 
his childhood in Belgium and Mexico 
before returning to the United States 
for college. After living in Nashville, 
Tennessee for some time, LeVasseur 
has collected and compiled the varied 
music of the world into the neady con¬ 
tained folk-rock canon. 
LeVasseur will undoubtedly garner 
some Dave Matthews or John Mayer 
comparisons, artists with whom he has 
shared the stage. With several releases 
from 2001 onward, the singer is now 
touring to promote his latest release, 
which is a live record. LeVassuer is best 
characterized by his rough, measured 
voice and his skillful acoustic backing. 
His lyrics are largely anecdotal, describ¬ 
ing scenes and situations but imbuing 
them with a sometimes melancholy 
delivery, recalling stories past. Indeed, 
LeVassuer appears to be approachable 
and friendly on stage, sharing jokes and 
stories with his audience. He earned 
several awards in 2008 from campus or¬ 
ganizations and has become a presence 
on the circuit. 
Jason LeVasseur will be performing 
solo, reaping the attention his personal 
and confessional lyrics deserve. How¬ 
ever, in the studio, LeVasseur is ac¬ 
companied by a band with whom he 
creates a more bombastic and straight¬ 
forward pop rock sound. LeVassuer is 
sure to benefit from the more intimate 
ambiance in the Mays Center. Interested 
students can listen to LeVasseur on his 
myspace, http://www.myspace.com/ja- 
sonlevasseur. 
COURTESY OF WWW.TIME.COM 
President Barack Obama awaiting the start of a town meeting in Muscatine, Iowa 
at the Muscatine Center for Social Change during his campaign. 
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Men Second 
behind MIT, 
ahead of Colby 
KATIE BASH 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
The men’s track team opened their 
season this past weekend with an excit¬ 
ing home meet, which took place on 
the newly resurfaced indoor track facili¬ 
ties in Merrill Gymnasium. Competing 
against both MIT and Colby College, the 
Bobcats’ total of 128 points placed them 
second to the Techs, who garnered an 
impressive 204 points. The Mules had 
21 points. 
The team has added a lot of impres¬ 
sive talent, including pole-vaulter Sam 
Goldstein T2. Goldstein’s amazing vault 
of 14’08.75” was enough to tie for first 
place with MIT’s Greg Tao TO. 
“With the pole vault closing out the 
meet, maybe the best was saved for 
last,” said Head Coach Al Fereshetian. 
“Bates vaulters demonstrated the po¬ 
tential they have to develop into one of 
the best vault groups in New England. 
Strong performances were turned in by 
Peter Garber [TO] and Jerome Bennett 
[’09] but [first-year] Sam Goldstein stole 
the show.” 
Bennett took home the blue ribbon 
in his first ever collegiate high jump. 
Other highlights of the day included 
a superb performance from sophomore 
Tom Esponette, who won the one-mile 
run with a time of 4:24.35. Sophomore 
Brett Epler won the 55m hurdles in 8.44 
seconds, and the 4x800m relay team of 
first-years Troy Calandra and Peter Cor¬ 
coran along with sophomore Joe Musso 
and senior Co-Captain Michael Watson 
also took first. In the weights, Mark Liu 
finished first with a 48’ heave. 
“Mark Liu did an excellent job step¬ 
ping up in the weight throw in the ab¬ 
sence of injured teammate [senior Co- 
Captain] Rich McNeil.” said Fereshetian. 
Other highlights of the day includ¬ 
ed the 3000m run, where a group of 
Bobcats worked together throughout 
much of the race. Cross-country stand¬ 
out Devin Dilts ’ll ended up placing 
second overall with a time of 9:02.12 
after he and Doug Brecher TO had al¬ 
ready competed in the mile. Brecher 
finished seventh in the 3000m with a 
time of 9:09.42. Senior Co-Captain CJ 
Murray, who has spent the better half 
of the past year out due to injury, made 
an exciting comeback, finishing sixth in 
the 3000m with a time of 9:09.11. Peter 
Gurney ’ll was not far behind in eighth 
with a time of 9:11. 
“Ultimately there were a lot of high 
points in the meet, especially Tom in 
the mile and Sam in the pole vault,” 
said Murray. “Of course, it was also re¬ 
ally nice to be back, working with my 
teammates in the 3k.” 
The Garnet men travel to Waltham, 
Mass, for the Brandeis Invitational next 
weekend. 
Women Win Six 
Events, Take 
Second Overall 
MAC KING 
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR 
First-year Sam Goldstein clears the bar in the pole vault. Members of the men's lacrosse team look on. 
JUDSON PECK/THE BATES STUDENT 
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TWo Bates relay members cheer on their teammate. 
JUDSON PECK/THE BATES STUDENT 
Sophomore Alexandria Alberto runs the 4x800 relay. 
Senior Co-Captain Jen Marino won 
three events on Saturday and Bates fin¬ 
ished second in a tri-meet with MIT and 
Colby. Bates’ 123 points fell short of 
MIT’s 151 but easily bested Colby’s 89. 
Marino won the long jump with a 
jump of 16’ and the triple jump with 
a leap 34’4”. She later teamed up with 
first-year Tina Tobin and fellow senior 
co-captains Izzy Alexander and Tara 
Higgins to win the 4x400m relay. 
“My own performances,” said Ma¬ 
rino, “were decent places to start the 
season, but I am definitely looking to 
build on and improve them throughout 
the season.” 
In addition to Marino’s outstanding 
efforts, Bates saw several other Bobcats 
turn in impressive individual results. 
Sophomore Dana Lindauer won the 
400m in 1:01.41. Last year’s All-Ameri¬ 
can, Vantiel Elizabeth Duncan won the 
shot put and the weight throw with 
tosses of 40T.25” and 537” respectively. 
And Tobin added to her victory in the 
relay with a third-place finish in the 55m 
hurdles. Tobin posted a time of 9.09 sec¬ 
onds. 
“MIT and Colby are both very strong 
programs and so to have a meet with 
both of them meant that the meet was 
very competitive,” said Alexander. “It 
was very exciting to beat Colby.” 
“I think everyone had great perfor¬ 
mances that they will be able to build 
on throughout the rest of the season, 
said Marino. “We have a large team with 
a lot of freshmen, and I think we will be 
a strong team in every area as a result.” 
Bates will compete at the Brandeis 
Invitational Saturday at 12 p.m. 
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Using their Chaputs 
PAUL LOMBARDI 
STAFF WRITER 
The Chaput brothers combined for 2 
goals and 4 assists as they led the men’s 
hockey team to a 6-5 win over Worces¬ 
ter Polytechnic Institute on Saturday 
night in Underhill Arena. With the win, 
Bates improved to 13-2 on the season. 
After going more than a month with¬ 
out playing a game, the Bobcats had a 
bit of a slow start Saturday night, falling 
behind 2-0 just over five minutes into 
the second period. Senior Dave Marr got 
Bates on the board halfway through the 
second period to cut WPI’s lead to one. 
Sophomore Rory Cosgrove scored to tie 
the game at 2-2 with 3:23 remaining in 
the second period. Less than a minute 
later, WPI scored and led 3-2 going into 
the game’s final period. 
The scoring opened up in a wild 
third period that saw four goals in the 
first 5:17 of play. Junior Wes Chaput 
scored his team-leading 24th goal of the 
season at 19:14 of the period to tie the 
game at 3-3. Just 16 seconds later, WPI 
recovered the lead. Sophomores Matt 
Ohlheiser and Cosgrove scored less 
than two minutes apart to give Bates a 
5- 4 lead midway through the third peri¬ 
od. After a WPI goal tied the score with 
under four minutes to play, it seemed 
likely the game was heading into over¬ 
time. All that changed when first-year 
Cam Chaput scored with 2:13 remain¬ 
ing to give the Bobcats a hard-fought 
6- 5 win. 
The Chaput brothers have com¬ 
bined for 71 points already this season, 
nearly 40 percent of the Bobcat’s total 
team scoring. The men’s team plays its 
next game this Saturday Jan. 24 at home 
against 17-1 Keene State College. 
Men’s Hoops Winless in 
Conference, 8-7 Overall 
KATIE BASH 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
The men’s basketball team has been 
busy. Since their Nov. 21 season-open¬ 
ing win against Wells College at the 
Hamilton College Tipoff Tournament, 
the Bobcats haven’t stopped competing. 
The team followed their 80-63 victory 
over Wells with an 85-66 loss to host 
Hamilton. Since then, the Bobcats have 
posted mixed results, with an 8-7 record 
on the season. 
After the tournament at Hamilton, 
the team came back with two wins 
against in-state rivals USM and Thomas 
College. These encouraging wins early 
on were followed by a slew of close 
losses against Emmanuel College, Bow- 
doin and St. Joseph’s. The Bobcats’ loss 
against Bowdoin was not a league game, 
but it was particularly hard to take since 
the game ended in overtime after the 
Polar Bears went on a 14-2 run on their 
way to a 71-62 victory. It was Bowdoin’s 
fifth straight win. 
After the losses, progression seemed 
to be key for the team. “Similar to every 
sport, you never want to play your best 
early in the season,” said Head Coach 
Jon Furbush ’05. “We have had a big 
emphasis on progression and learning 
from common mistakes. Each game we 
have made specific adjustments to bet¬ 
ter our performance.” 
Whatever adjustments the team 
made seemed to do the trick, and the 
Bobcats followed their three losses with 
a win against Husson College on Dec. 
19 and a pair of victories at the Spring- 
field College Naismith Invitational on 
Jan. 2 and 3. Although they suffered a 
close loss (81-77) against the University 
of New England, the Bobcats came back 
to defeat both Endicott College and 
Maine-rival Colby College, on Jan. 10 
in a non-league game. The win against 
Colby was particularly important to the 
team after their somewhat rocky start to 
the season. 
“We had some early tough losses 
when we didn’t quite understand our 
new system,” said Furbush. “With a 
new coach and relatively new system, 
there will always be an adjustment pe¬ 
riod to grasp the concepts. We’ve now 
figured out exactly what we need to 
do to put ourselves in a position to 
win each game. Our most recent game 
against Colby was very inspirational for 
me as a coach. The guys couldn’t have 
played any harder than they did, and 
their execution of our game plan was 
nearly perfect.” 
Despite all of their hard work, the 
men continue to struggle against NES- 
CAC opponents. With disappointing 
losses against NESCAC rivals Middlebury 
and Williams, Bates moves to 0-2 in con¬ 
ference play. Bates fell to Middlebury 
on Jan. 16 in overtime in what was the 
NESCAC season opener for both teams. 
Chris Wilson TO led the Bobcats in 
scoring with 18 points and 6 rebounds. 
Jimmy O’Keefe TO played what was ar¬ 
guably his best game thus far this sea¬ 
son with a season high 17 points and 8 
rebounds. But these performances were 
not enough to put away the Panthers, 
who came on strong late in the game. 
The Bobcats suffered a similar fate 
against Williams the next day despite an 
early lead. A driving fade away, 17-foot¬ 
er from Co-Captain Ben Thayer ’09 put 
Bates up in the first quarter, giving them 
a 19-13 lead. John Squires T2 furthered 
the Bobcats lead the next time they 
gained possession. The team maintained 
a game-high six point lead and were 
15-21 shooting halfway through the first 
period. The game remained fairly close 
until the Ephs pulled away significantly 
during the last quarter. Unfortunately, it 
was. Williams’ excellent defense that out¬ 
matched the Bobcats. They edged the 
Bates men in points off turnovers (15-8) 
and second-chance points (13-5). Ulti¬ 
mately the Ephs took the game 76-61; 
they are currently 2-0 in the league. 
Bates plays Bowdoin on Jan. 23 and 
Colby the following afternoon at home 
in two crucial league games. 
SOBC4T 
aW THE WEEK 
Wes and Cam Chaput 
MAC KING/THE BATES STUDENT 
Club hockey players Wes Chaput ’10 (right) 
and younger brother Cam Chaput ’12 have 
combined for 71 points in 15 games this season. 
Their output comprises nearly 40 percent of the 
team’s total offense and is a large reason why 
the team is off to a 13-2 start. Wes leads the 
team in scoring with 24 goals. 
1_;__» 
Behind Ruppertsberger, 
Women Second at Broomhall 
HARRY POOLE 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
In the final tune-up before the car¬ 
nival season begins next weekend, the 
women’s Nordic team focused their at¬ 
tention on the third annual Chummy 
Broomhall Cup - also the Maine State 
Collegiate Championships. Led by 
sophomore Natalie Ruppertsberger’s 
outstanding 16th place finish (the third 
highest finish by a skier from a Maine 
college) in 37:53, the women took sec¬ 
ond place behind archrival Colby. 
This year’s race featured a mass start 
classical technique race for the women. 
Racing through the snow as well as bat¬ 
tling the tough course with 117 other 
competitors made for a wild race, but 
the women held their own throughout 
all 10k. 
“I felt like I couldn’t ski my own 
race because everyone was so bunched 
up on the hills,” said Ruppertsberger. 
Trying to reclaim the cup after re¬ 
linquishing it last year, the Bates Nordic 
team fell short of an impressive effort 
by Colby in both the men’s and wom¬ 
en’s races. 
“It is definitely disappointing to not 
come out on top, but it is still early and 
the first carnival is not until next week,” 
said junior Co-Captain Abby Samuelson. 
Inauguration 
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to the chagrin of many. 
Journalists have framed Tiger’s ap¬ 
parent disinterest in two ways. Either 
Woods is doing more for African-Amer¬ 
icans by emphasizing his game of golf 
and not his race in the game of golf or, 
by failing to use his gift to transcend the 
PGA tour, a selfish Woods is wasting a 
rare opportunity to effect change. 
If anyone isn’t qualified to speak on 
race, it is me. And, as a sportswriter, 
abstinence from issues such as these is 
my right. As a result, I am not going to 
attempt to explain Woods’ reluctance to 
climb under the ropes of his sport and 
into the political arena. Why in 1997 
did Woods refuse President Clinton’s 
invitation to speak at the 50th anniver¬ 
sary of Jackie Robinson breaking base¬ 
ball’s color barrier? Why didn’t Woods 
endorse a presidential candidate last 
autumn? Why did Woods respond so 
nonchalantly to an accidental lynching 
reference on the Golf Channel in the 
winter of 2008? I don’t know. Do you? 
Leave me alone. 
I do know that something about 
this morning’s inauguration of the 44th 
President of the United States - the first 
African-American president ever elect¬ 
ed to office - spoke to Woods. 
The inauguration of any president 
of this great nation is a spectacular 
event. It would seem a foolish de¬ 
cision for anyone - Republican or 
Democrat - to decline the opportu¬ 
nity to participate. 
Yet, even those with political be¬ 
liefs located to the far right of Genghis 
Khan can recognize that this particu¬ 
lar inauguration - regardless of for 
whom one voted - is special. Perhaps 
it is the current economic state of the 
Union. Or maybe it is the perceived 
need for new leadership, the aura of 
celebrity surrounding Obama or the 
The race featured almost all of the 
collegiate teams that will be at the car¬ 
nival next weekend as well as many 
of the top junior skiers in New Eng¬ 
land. Despite the large number of com¬ 
petitors outside of Maine colleges, the 
overall score for the cup is comprised 
of each Maine team’s top three skiers 
placing amongst the other Maine col¬ 
legiate skiers. 
Following Ruppertsberger was 
sophomore Kirsten Gill in 25th overall 
(fourth for Maine skiers) in 38:45 and 
rounding out the trio of scorers and 
sophomore standouts was Megan Mc¬ 
Clelland in 30th overall (fifth for Maine 
skiers) in 38:55. Samuelson finished 
46th overall (seventh for Maine skiers). 
Despite not coming home with the 
cup, the team looks forward to host¬ 
ing the first carnival of the season. Next 
weekend, all Eastern Intercollegiate Ski 
Association teams will travel to Rum- 
ford for the Bates Winter Carnival. The 
weekend features a 5k classic technique 
race and 15k skate technique race for 
the women. 
“This is only the second or third 
race of the season for some skiers, 
so we are definitely starting to feel 
faster. Hopefully we will be firing 
on all cylinders next weekend,” said 
Samuelson. 
Domination 
“Hope” of “Change.” 
Whatever it is, one gets the sense 
that, for better or worse, the next four 
years will be defining ones. This inau¬ 
guration seems a turning point in the 
history of America. Woods must have 
recognized that too. 
Tiger accepted an invitation to 
speak at “We Are One” last weekend, 
joining in the festivities occurring out¬ 
side the Lincoln Memorial. On Sunday, 
one charismatic, handsome and im¬ 
mensely talented black man spoke in 
honor of another: one the best golfer 
in the world, the other the future presi¬ 
dent of the United States. 
I apologize for the sobriety of this 
column. Much of that has to do with 
my own lack of sobriety Friday eve¬ 
ning. Selfish of me, I know. My father 
wanted me to write about Jim Rice’s 
induction into the Baseball Hall of 
Fame. I nixed that proposal as Rice’s 
exploits occurred prior to The Big 
Bang. Sorry, Dad. 
Professional sport generates billions 
of dollars in revenue every year. With 
so much money, so much attention 
and so much passion focused on every 
game, it becomes difficult to remember 
that’s just what they are: games. 
President Obama is not playing 
a game. Sports are great, but today it 
might serve us all well to focus our at¬ 
tention elsewhere. We needed Tiger to 
show us that. 
By the time this article goes to print, 
Barack Obama will be the 44th Presi¬ 
dent of the United States. Like Tiger, I 
try not to comment on these kinds of 
things, especially in a professional con¬ 
text (if one can call anything about this 
column professional). But when Tiger 
Woods puts aside his apparent political 
indifference and starts paying attention, 
it seems a good indicator that the rest 
of us ought to do the same. 
God Bless America. 
Men’s Nordic 
Takes Second 
at Broomhall 
BETH TAYLOR 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
On Sunday, the men’s Nordic 
team skied to a second-place finish 
in the Chummy Broomhall Cup - an 
annual competition among the Maine 
collegiate ski teams. Colby snagged 
the top spot. 
The 15k classic race comprised of 
three laps on a demanding course that 
includes the infamous High School Hill, 
a brutal climb described by one race 
official as “one of the heartbreakers of 
the Northeast.” A continuous snowfall 
throughout the day made conditions 
slow and a tough race even tougher. 
“The conditions made for a very 
challenging race,” said junior Ben 
Smeltzer, “but it’s great to get all this 
snow!” 
Leading the team in a time of 47:47 
was senior Captain Sylvan Ellefson in 
18th place. He was followed by junior 
Harry Poole in 29th place, senior Dy¬ 
lan Mogk in 34th, senior Tim Whiton 
in 48th and senior Connor Cushman 
in 53rd. Rounding out the team were 
Smeltzer (101st), first-year Liam Don¬ 
nelly (118th) and junior Nate Wine- 
baum (124th). 
Adding to the challenge of the race 
was the 170-person mass start. With 
almost 200 men vying for position in 
only two sets of tracks, the first few ki¬ 
lometers of the race could only be de¬ 
scribed as chaotic. Though poles and 
skis were being broken left and right, 
the Bobcats managed to escape with 
their equipment intact. 
“We had some good results today, 
but I think overall today’s race was a 
good one to get all the kinks out,” said 
Captain Ellefson. “The Bobcats will be 
back in traditional fashion. 
“Just wait until Friday,” agreed 
Whiton. 
Bates races this weekend at their 
own Carnival in Rumford. 
Life Be Like My 
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have had longer seasons than most. 
This cycle of sports seasons gives me 
websites, TV channels, newspapers and 
magazines to follow. If, for instance, I did not 
follow baseball, my life throughout the year 
would change drastically. Not only would 
I not check ESPN.com, sportsline.com and 
redsox.com as frequently, but I wouldn’t 
have a fantasy baseball team taking up at 
least an hour of each day. This would pro¬ 
vide me mote time to do other things and 
would probably make me a more produc¬ 
tive person, but I am okay with having to 
check the Red Sox scores and my fantasy 
baseball team while at work. 
When home for winter break, I experi¬ 
enced one of the most amazing three-week 
periods of New England sporting events. 
Based on the pure volume of incred¬ 
ible games, winning streaks, playoff sce¬ 
narios and dramatic off-season rumors, the 
weeks were filled with sports awesome¬ 
ness. Think back a couple of weeks ago 
and you will see what I mean. 
Despite the many rumors, I believed 
the Red Sox were going to land their 
longtime man-crush: first baseman Mark 
Teixeira. In the days leading up to his 
eventual signing with the New York Yan¬ 
kees, the Red Sox were said to be out of 
the mega-sweepstakes. 
Yeah, right. We all knew this was a 
bluff by Sox owner John Henry. It was a 
last ditch effort to get uber-selfish agent 
Scott Boras to lower Teixeira’s price tag 
and pack his bags for Boston. After all, 
their supposed competition was the Bal¬ 
timore Orioles and Washington Nationals 
- two teams with no chance of a World 
Series title anytime soon._ 
But on Dec. 23, the Yankees came out 
of nowhere to trump every previous bidder 
and landed die superstar first baseman for 
eight years and $180 million - roughly $10 
million more than Boston’s offer. 
To ease the pain of this crushing 
blow, I shifted my attention towards the 
red-hot Celtics. Rolling to the tune of a 
19-game winning streak, the stage could 
not have been bigger for their Christmas 
Day showdown with longtime-rivals Los 
Angeles Lakers. 
The Celtics did the unthinkable and 
lost to a Lakers team that out-hustled, 
outplayed and flat out beat them. For all 
of us who thought the Celtics were actu¬ 
ally going to go 80-2, this game brought 
us back to Earth. It lived up to its hype 
and was the perfect Christmas gift, for 
Lakers fans. Michael Vick likely would 
have applauded this dogfight from the 
comfort of his prison cell. 
With the pressure of the Celtics win¬ 
ning streak off my shoulders, I shifted my 
attention to the* New England Patriots and 
their rally towards the playoffs. The Patriots 
did what they could, playing excellent foot¬ 
ball after a week-five disaster against the 
San Diego Chargers. First-time starter Matt 
Cassel transitioned from lifelong backup to 
Tom Brady’s super replacement. 
Early on the Sunday after Christmas, 
New England defeated Buffalo 13-0 to 
move to 11-5 and into a tie atop the AFC 
East standings with the Miami Dolphins. 
Unfortunately, New England needed 
the New York Jets, their longtime rivals, 
to defeat the Dolphins in the afternoon 
game. That is correct; Patriots fans actually 
cheered for the Jets. We crossed our fin¬ 
gers and thought of the young Brett Favre, 
^c^un-slinging^uarteAack^vhoHved^^^ 
the big stage. This time, the stage belonged 
to the man who was treated as a piece of 
trash by New York: Miami’s quarterback 
Chad Pennington. 
If Brett Favre’s four games leading up 
to the big one against the Dolphins were 
any indication, the Patriots had no reason 
to even ponder the thought of the playoffs. 
Favre racked up six interceptions and just 
one touchdown in those four games and 
the Patriots watched their playoff hopes get 
thrown away with three Favre interceptions 
against the Dolphins. 
Add the Bruins’ longest winning streak 
since 1971 and this vacation had seen its 
fair share of great sporting events. De¬ 
spite something bad happening to every 
New England team, each game, playoff 
scenario and off-season transaction was 
filled with excitement and drama, qualify¬ 
ing this winter break as the most amazing 
three-week period of New England sports 
that I have experienced. 
The NBA Championship, Super Bowls 
and World Series were great, but in my 
lifetime I cannot remember a year where 
all four major sports collided over my win¬ 
ter break to create a sports fan’s dream: a 
hyped up game each day with Sports Cen¬ 
ter replaying all of the highlights over the 
weeks to come. . 
The break was relaxing, but as a sports 
fan, hectic. As I prepare for the upcoming 
ski season, my free time is significantly re¬ 
duced. Despite this, I still find time to watch 
ESPN, read the entire sports page, check 
my daily websites and prepare for the up>- 
coming fantasy baseball season. Now I can 
only hope that a future employer does not 
read this and fear that I will spend more 
time checking my fantasy baseball team 
than I will on the task at hand. r 
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Hot Starters 
Behind leadership, stellar play of Beckwith, women’s hoops 13-4, 2-0 in conf. 
AU BLANKSTEEN 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
In their second conference compe¬ 
tition of the season, women’s basket¬ 
ball effortlessly defeated the Williams 
College Ephs in an impressive 90-67 
home-turf victory this Saturday, Jan. 18, 
holding oh to a perfect 2-0 record in 
NESCAC play. 
This weekend’s win avenged Bates’ 
previous loss to the Ephs at the Williams 
College Classic earlier this season. In 
similar fashion to their NESCAC-open- 
ing victory over Middlebury last week, 
the Bobcats refused to surrender their 
lead for the entire duration of the game, 
clearly dominating play. 
“In the first game, we let them con¬ 
trol the game and our defense was not 
great, allowing them to get easier looks 
at the basket,” said Co-Captain Val Beck¬ 
with ’09- “This time around, we played 
our style of basketball, pushing the ball 
and playing tenacious defense and we 
were able to put them away early.” 
The ladies set the tone from the start, 
immediately asserting their authority on 
the court as the team’s lead players Lau¬ 
ren Yanofskv TO and Beckwith scored 
20 and 16 points, respectively. Sopho¬ 
mores Jessie Igoe and Christine McCall 
contributed a combined 22 points. 
Bates’ substantial lead allowed the 
team’s talented first-years to get their 
feet wet in NESCAC play. First-year An¬ 
nie Burns’ smooth lay-up off a pass 
from Brittany French ’ll in the second 
half brought the score to 82-52, marking 
a record 30-point lead for the Bobcats. 
Lauren Dobish T2 also had a strong 
showing, sinking four free throws. 
Hopefully this weekend’s impres¬ 
sive victory over the Ephs is exactly 
what the team needs to emerge con¬ 
fident in their upcoming double- 
header weekend against fellow NES¬ 
CAC Mainers, Bowdoin and Colby. In 
previous, non-conference matches 
against said teams this season, the 
Bobcats were able to defeat both of 
their Maine rivals. 
Swimming Impressive in Losses 
JUDSON PECK/THE BATES STUDENT 
Senior Co-Captain Bailey Johnson and first-year Kara Leasure look up at the scoreboard during Saturday’s home meet against Bowdoin. 
ALI BLANKSTEEN 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
Bates swimming faced off against 
Bowdoin at home this Saturday, fall¬ 
ing in a close-fought battle against their 
Maine rival. Despite the team’s defeat, 
Head Coach Peter Casares applauded 
both his men’s and women’s squads. 
“Honestly it was the best I’ve ever 
felt after leaving 0-2 for the afternoon,” 
said Casares in an interview with the 
Office of Communications and Media 
•Relations. “Every type of athlete swam 
fast or dove well today.” 
On the women’s side, a 400 medley 
relay team comprised of Katelyn Drake 
TO, Kara Leasure T2, Emily Tato T2 and 
Charlotte Green ’ll set a record at Tar- 
bell Pool, with the anchor leg touching 
tile at 4:06.27. The men, refusing to be 
shown up by their female counterparts, 
set a record of their own in the 400 free¬ 
style relay. Chris Berry ’09 along with 
first-years Ned Scott, Tom Boniface and 
Nathaniel Depew finished in 3:17 even. 
The men’s 400 medley relay squad was 
robbed of setting the third record of the 
day for Bates, as the Polar Bears touched 
in first, merely fractions of a second be¬ 
fore the Bobcats. 
Other solo stars of the afternoon 
included Leasure’s impressive wins 
in the 100 free and 200 medley and 
Drake’s victories in the 100 and 200 
backstroke events. Even losing her 
goggles after the first length failed to 
stop Drake from taking home the win 
in the 200 backstroke. 
Diving phenomenon Annaliese 
Rudis TO returned from abroad to take 
home wins in both the 1- and 3-meter 
competitions. 
Looking ahead, the Bobcats will face 
off against the Colby Mules on Saturday. 
Co-Captain Drake sees this weekend’s 
impressive showcasing of Bates’ tal¬ 
ent in the water as an essential turning 
point in the team’s overall attitude and 
confidence as they embark on the sec¬ 
ond half of their season. Just having re¬ 
turned from a training trip in the Florida 
sun, Drake sees this highly successful 
debut meet of 2009 as a great start for 
what will be a strong and consistent end 
of the 2008-2009 season. 
Tiger 
and 
Obama 
MAC KING 
MANAGING SPORTS 
EDITOR 
As a sportswriter, I 
have the luxury of abstaining from pub¬ 
lic political debate. Can he make that 
pass? Has he lost a little off his fastball? 
Is the 200m dash really the race for her? 
These are the riskiest issues I have to 
tackle, and if I can provide intelligent 
and entertaining analysis on said topics 
(which is dubious), my own political 
views can remain a secret. 
The same goes for athletes. To sat¬ 
isfy their fans and quell their critics, 
professional athletes need only play 
their sport to the best of their abil¬ 
ity. Most of us would even prefer that 
professional athletes not exist outside 
of the sport they play. As any fan of 
the New York football Giants will tell 
you, Plaxico Burress shouldn’t have 
gone to a mid-town night club in 
the first place. That he was packing 
heat and later shot himself in the leg 
makes about as much sense as the 
layout of the paths surrounding New 
Commons. In an ideal world, Burress 
would have stayed home, rehabbed 
his hamstring and thought about the 
Washington Redskins. 
We want our athletes to remain ath¬ 
letes. Gunfighting, acting, rapping and 
especially politicking should be left to 
the professionals. 
Until we consider race. 
Tiger Woods has long embraced the 
notion that he is first and foremost an 
athlete. The greatest golfer in the world 
has shown little interest in representing 
minorities, publicly backing a political 
candidate or making an appearance un¬ 
related to golf. Unfortunately for Tiger, 
he is a black man playing a sport that 
is both predominantly and historically 
white. As a result, his intentional ab¬ 
sence from the political arena has come 
See INAUGURATION, page 11 
The Life 
of a Fan 
HARRY POOLE 
ASSISTANT SPORTS 
EDITOR 
I am crazy about sports. 
It does not matter if I am playing them, 
watching them, talking about them, or even 
reading and writing about them. Simply 
put, I am a New England sports fan. 
I follow the Red Sox, Celtics, Patriots 
and Bruins throughout their respective 
seasons, keeping tabs on their standings, 
statistics, and the off the field he-said- 
she-said business. 
Baseball, basketball, football, soc¬ 
cer and hockey have become the poster 
sports in our country. Soccer is the only 
one that I played past the eighth grade. I 
have never played organized football or 
hockey, though I will admit I thoroughly 
enjoy pickup games in both disciplines if 
you ever need an extra body. 
I am a cross-country ski racer; I play 
a sport that is not flashy, spectator-friend¬ 
ly or buzzer-beating. Unless you count 
intramural basketball, softball, football 
or hockey, you won’t find my face or 
name in lights for sports. Nevertheless, I 
think my interest and enthusiasm for the 
games makes up for any lack of poster- 
potential I might have. 
As a lifelong sports fan, having a 
professional team to follow for each 
sport works quite well in terms of keep¬ 
ing me occupied. 
Baseball starts in the spring and ends 
in the early fall. Football begins in the early 
fall, with basketball and hockey starting 
about a month later. When football ends in 
February, I am still left with basketball and 
hockey all the way until baseball begins 
again. It works this way year in and year 
out, especially as of late since Boston teams 
See MY LIFE, page 11 
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